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Technical Abstract

Mauritius is one of 21 world hotspots due to its high endemism and biodiversity. However,
over the past centuries Mauritius has lost majority of its forest cover and currently only
around 2% of the forest is of a good quality while the remaining 16% is degrading due to
presence of highly invasive species such as guava (Psidium cattleyanum). Introduced in
18th century, the plant has spread all over Mauritius and is extremely difficult and time
demanding to control. On a yearly basis, thousands of guava trees are being cut and left in
the forest to decompose, limiting the space for reforestation activities.

The project aims to create sellable products made from 100% eco-friendly materials such
as invasive wood removed for reforestation purpose and household by-products. The
project will target to employ the trainees from the Mauritius Institute of Training and
Development (MITD) to provide more training and jobs. With 6.9% of unemployment
among Mauritius youth, this project combines both environmental protection and
awareness along with improvement of social-economic status of young Mauritians. The
products will be put for sale to establish a self-sufficient project which provides money for
the young Mauritians and forest conservation.

Key Words: forest conservation, invasive species, guava, crafts




