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Technical Abstract

There is a need to develop research work in order to support farmers principally from the
non-sugar sector to achieve economic growth. One main avenue is to promote a value
chain approach of the by-products, and particularly of agro-wastes resulting from the
current farming practices. One example of such an approach is to extract, treat and process
natural fibres from agro-wastes and other local/endemic plants in order to develop a new
range of sustainable materials. These materials can be used for a spectrum of applications,
ranging from reinforcing materials in bio based composites, as geotextiles and other textile
engineering materials, as a base material for packaging, and as raw materials for high value
added handicraft and artisanal products.

Thus the aim of this Pole is to setup a facility at the University of Mauritius (UoM) for the
research and development of a new range of sustainable materials based on the non-
woven technology by using natural fibres (and/or blend of natural fibres) as raw
materials. This UoM facility could potentially become a spin-off organisation, providing
new materials (base on specific technical and cost requirements) to the local companies
and entrepreneurs as well as for export.
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