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History  is  a dialogue between   man  and  his past.  The  dialogue  is  unending.  new 

quesuons  arise  and    new  answers   have  to  be  sought.  This  rs  why  history  is  a 

perpetual 'renuse en question' 

 
it  is  m  this  perspective  that  chis  new  publication  sheds  new  light  on an .rnportaru 

aspect of slavery,  namely  the construcnon  of  idenunes  and  consciousness  m the 

eighteenth century and  early  nineteenth centuries.  Consciousness of our  identities 

is partly  based  on the notions and  understanding of where  we come from.  m other 

words.  our  origins.    The  project  'Origins'  which  started  at  the  Nelson  Mandela 

Centre  for African Culture tried IO  find precisely this: where did slaves come  from? 

What    was   their   linguistic.   geographic   and   cultural   background?   For   these 

infl uences  too,  shaped  the  subconsciousness  of  slaves  as  much  as the  experience 

they endured  under slavery  in  Mauntius. 

 
On  the  occasion   of the  cornmemorauon of the  l66'h  Anniversary of  the  Abolition 

of  Slavery.   I  am  therefore  pleased  co  support   this   publication  of  the  Nelson 

Mandela   Centre   for  African  Culture.  This  publication  will  serve  as  a  guide  for 

those  who  wish  to trace  their  family  ancestry  as  well  as  for  researchers  to   be 

acquainted  with  some  of  the  latest  research  in  the  field  of the  slave  trade  and 

slavery. Alt hough the project ended  in  1998. the momentum created  was great and 

stimulated so  much  interest on  the pan  of the Mauritian  public  that the team has 

continued working.  My  Ministry fully  intends  to  support the continuation  of this 

project.  Contributing  to  the  funding  of  this  publication  is  the  beginning   of  this 

support.  particularly in the  light of Government  intention to restore the history of 

slavery and its study to its  rightful place  in  Maun!ms. 

 

 
 

lmee Ramdass 
Minister of Arts and Culture



 

 
 
 

Message from the Chairman of the 

Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[tis a great  pleasure for me. as Chairman  of the Nelson Mandela Cemre  for African 

Culture   to   associate   myself   with   the   launching  of   'History,   Memory  and 

Identity', a publication based on an on-going  project at the Nelson  Mandela Centre 

for African Culture.   I  avail  myself of the opportunny to point out chat this  is one in a 

number of publications of the NMCAC  dedicated to promote  artistic  and cultural 

activities and co foster  the traditions of our forefathers. 

 
This  book  will  no doubt  encourage  the  population  of Afro-Malagasy  descent    to 

trace its  family history and  get a better  sense  of  its roots.  It  wdl  provide  teachers, 

students  and researchers with the kind of information they need 10  study the ethnic 

origins    of   the   ex-slave   population   of   Afro-Malagasy   descent.   (     seize   this 

opportunity to convey  my congraculacions and  best wishes to  the editorial team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rogtr Gattan  Gungaram 

Chairman



 

 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

\Vhy Origins? 

To many  people. the search  for origins  rs a fruitless and unnecessary venture. They 

question the need  to delve  into one's past and the purpose  chis might serve us today. 
 

 
Unlike   the   French.    Indian   and   Chinese   populations  of  Maurtnus.   the   AfroÅ 

Malagasy population. having for the most part slave origins, does  not seem  co have 

retained any direct memory  of HS  origins. To some  extent. chis loss is an inevitable 

consequence of the nature of the oceanic  slave trade  and the process  of creolization 

that occurred in all slave societies. This has  led co a lack of knowledge about the 

background -  cultural,  ethnic,  tmgursric.  and  geographic - of  Mauriti ans of AfroÅ 

Malagasy  descent.  Without   an  identifiable  ongin.  there  has  occurred   a  loss  of 

identity  beyond  that of Mauritian Creole.   Consequently, the  loss of an identifiable 

ongin  led authorities in  the past  to !ega!ly  label  the  Afro-Malagasy  population  of 

Mauritius under  the category 'General  Population'.   This desrgnancn compounded 

the   official   obliteration  of  African   cultural   traits  that  followed   on  the   forced                               r 
Christianization of liberated slaves during the mid-nineteenth century, as this term 

gives  no indication as to one's geographic or cultural origin. 

 
No study  of language. culture.  religion social organization of slave and  post-slave 

society   can   be   "sciennfic"   unless   it   is   underpinned   by   accurate   empinca! 

information about  the origins  of slaves. This  view is  shared by ocher historians  who 

study  former  slave  societies.  such  as  Robert  Shel I     writing   about  slavery  in  the 

Cape  Colony  of South  Afnca: "without knowledge of the stave's origins, we cannot 

make  meaningful  assumptions  about  the  social.  cultural,   linguistic  and  religious



 
 
 
 

behaviour of any Cape  slaveho!ding household."! Thus,  if we are ever to appreciate 

and  understand  the  past  of Mauritians  of Afro-Malagasy  background,  we  must 

thoroughly  research   all   evadable  sources  concerning  the  ongms  of  the  slave 

populanon of Mauritius. 

 
The  search  for ongins is therefore of crucial  necessity.  Today  "new directions" in 

histoncal  methods of  inquiry  that  have  radically  transfonned  the  discipline  of 

history m the last two decades have made  this goal  possible.  Accordingly, in  1997 

knowledge of these   new  methodologies  led  to  the  development of the  "Ongms 

Project" at the Nelson  Mandela  Centre for African Culture. 

 
The  methods  used to detennine the origins  of slaves are varied.   When  the  "Origins 

Project" started  at the NMCAC,   it concemrared on two methods.   The  f irst was to 

determine  origins  by examining oral and  written documems and the second  was to 

study  the slave  trade and  slave demography.   Other  methods  such  as the study  of 

Bantu  and  Creole   linguistics,   and  the  use  of  human   genetics   were  considered 

beyond  the competencies locally available. 1  In a few years. a simple blood  test wil l 
 

be able to provide immediate genetic information about an individual"s human 

populauon ongins. For the immediate future.  however. the reconstruction of family 

histories  and  the  collection of  census  data,  civil  status  records,   and  oral  history 

form  the  bulk  of historical  evidence   being  used  in  this  project.   One  local  source 

that has not thus  far not been  made available 10 Mauritius. al!hough  they have been 

elsewhere (for example. in Angola), and that  we very much hope wil l become  open 

to legnimate family  and  scholarly   research  is that of the  Roman Catholic Church. 

whose   parish  records   of  birth.  baptism.   and  death   have  the  potential   to  answer 

many questions chat are not addressed in  the civil archives. 
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In  the  papers   by  Teelock.  Faron,   Merite.   Papeche   and   Fortune.   we  begin  this 

collection  of essays   with  several  short  examples  of  what  individual  Mauritians 

have been  able to learn about their family  ongins through a combination of careful 

research  in  local archives and oral  interviews with members  of their families. The 

collection  of data  will  permit  the study  of the demographic and spatial  distribution 

of  the  slave  and  ex-slave  populauon.  An  example  of  the  possibili ties  that  are 

opened  up with the collection of statistical data can be seen in Barbara Valentine's 

paper.  Jim  Armstrong's  paper  shows  however  the  inherent  difficulti es in  trying  to 

trace   geographical  origins   through   Malagasy  names  found   in  the  registration 

returns. 

 
The Slave Trade 
 

After  having  been  neglected  for so many decades.  research into the slave  trade  has 

been  renewed   with  much  vigour  as  a  result of the  establishment  of  UNESCO's 

Slave  Route  Project.   Al though   the output has been  voluminous. very  few  studies 

concern   the  (ndian  Ocean.   fewer  still.  the  Mascarene   Islands.  while  even  fewer 

concern  Mauritius.  Despite official  Mauritian adhesion  to  the  Stave Roule  project. 

no  serious  smdy  of  the  slave trade  has  been  undertaken except  by the  NNICACC 

and a few historians working  independently. 

 
The  study  of the  slave trade  has  taken  on  new  dirnensrons    If two decades ago 

historians  relied  almost  exctusrvety  on  written   documents.  trwiay  srudres  of the 

slave trade incorporcre linguistic. archaeological and ethnographic evidence. This 

multi-disciplinary  and   inter-disciplinary  trend  must   be  reinforced   in   hrstoncal 

studies  in  Mauritms.



 
 
 
 

 
As far as the slave trade  with Mauritius  is  concerned.  many earlier studies are in 

the process of bemg revised. Earlier  studies  mclude the works of J.  M. Filli ot and 

A.  Toussaint.1   More  and  more  accurate  data.  new  methods  of analysis.  faster 

computing. and opening up of new sources have allowed for a revision of figures. 

The most important  task concerning  the  slave  trade  is  the disaggregation of figures 

for Mauritius and Reunion. which have up to now been treated together. Richard Allen's 

chapter for this collection  of essays represents an outstanding example of JUSt how 

these new sources and new methods of analysis can yield important new results. 

results that in this case indicate chat the slave trade to Mauritius was signifi cantly  

larger in  volume than we had previously acknowledged. 

 
To  take  a  more detailed  example.  in  his  recent  book  and  his  chapter  for  this 

volume,  Pier Larson  has disaggregated  the  Malagasy  slave trade figures  for the 

period  1810 to  1820 and this effort has led him to revise: upwards the numbers of 

slaves  arrivmg  m Mauriuus.'  Thus  we  know  now  that  a very  large  number  of 

Mozambicans   did   not   travel   directly    to   Mauritius    but   transited   through 

Madagascar. The cotal number of staves arriving in the Mascarenes has also been 

revised.  Over 225.0CIO slaves are now believed ro have come to lhe Mascarenes of 

which some 113,400 from the east coast of Madagascar. 

 
We also have a better idea of where exactly slaves came from.   For Madagascar, 

Larson's  work. expanding  upon  Filliot's  groundwork.  shows  that  the  origins  of 

slaves  were constantly changing.  For the  l770-1820 period. for example,  slaves 

were taken, at first  from a 50-km  radius around Antananarivo.  By  the  end of the 

l8<1i  century. the  origins  of slaves were from further away, from the  region known 
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today as Vakinankaracra. The Vakmankaratra from 1800 were brought to 

Antananarivo.  then taken to Tamatave and Foulpointe to board ships to Mauntius. 

From  1809  to  1820.  slaves came  from even  funher  into the interior.   Few were 

Merina by then and most were Antsihanaka and Betsileo.  According to Larson. the 

names  of  exact  villages  and areas of these slaves can be  traced  by studying the 

routes taken by Radama rs expanding armies. 

 
\Vhat determined the origins of the slaves that were brought to Mauritius?  Despite 

popular  belief.  slave-owners'  preferences  counted  for very  liule.  Rather.  it  was 

changing ship panerns. the rise and fall in trade m particular areas and the shifting 

commercial   alli ances   between   traders,   the   suppliers   and   colonial   powers. 

Researchers  of Mauritian slavery and slave trade  in  the future must examine and 

find  these  patterns and movements and also estimate the  numbers  which amved  to 

be  able to estimate  the influence that each  group may have  had  on  I  8'h century 

pattern of settlement of slaves and the extent and nature of  'creolizarion". In  her 

chapter  for  this  collection  and  the  larger  project  of which  it  is  a part,  Megan 

Vaughan   probes   the   fluidity   of   colonial    idenuues   and   raises   important 

epistemological  quesnons  about  how  we define  identity.    Were  these  identities 

embraced  by Mauritian slaves themselves.  were they simply imposed by colonial 

society.  or  are  the  only  the  reflection  of  modem  scholars'  research?    In  other 

words. even when we can identify what appear 10 be specifi c ethnic groups among 

enslaved  Afro-Malagasy at Mauntius.  to what extent had these identities already 

become creotized by the historical  process of enslavement? 

 
"Creolizarion"  is  believed by many slave historians  to  begin when the  local  born 

(vcreole") outnumber  the  foreign-born  r.e.  when Creoles  form over 50%  of  the



h 

 
 
 
 

population.   For Mauritius. the  period  when  this  is  supposed  to have  occurred  has 

not yet been determined.  From  the  1826 census  It would  seem  that chis point  had 

already  been  reached.   The  1826  slave  census  does not  take  into  consideration  the 

large  number of freed slaves.   This  number may be counterbalanced by the  number 

of  slaves  il legally   introduced   who   may   have   not   been  declared   in   the   slave 

registrauon retums.
1
 

 
 

One must agree  with  Barker  that  u rs  difficult  to esnrnate ongins by using  solely 

the  census.  To overcome this  weakness m the  evidence, it  is  necessary  to  look  ut 

sources  of  the   procurement  of  slaves.  i.e ..   10   examine  the  slave  trade  on  the 

"Origins"  side  which  gives  a more  accurate  picture.  There  have  been  few studies 

mccrporaung  both  Mauritian  and  Mozambican/Malagasy  sources.    For  example, 

Fill iot and  Barker  have concentrated on the  host side  (Mascarenes) and on traders. 

By  way  of  contrast.  Alpers   has  in  the  past  concentrated on  the  origins  side.  i.e. 

ivlozambique. although m his chapter for this  volume he explores the entire process 

of the  slave trade  from Mozambique re Mauritius.  In this chapter  he also addresses 

the   process    of   creotizauon    among    so-called    .. Mozambiques''   that   Vaughan 

discusses more broadly  for the eighteemh century. The construction of idenucies as 

also  earned  out by colonial authorities and  European  travellers.  Daniella Police's 

paper   analyses    18th   and    early     19,n   century   travel    wnting   and   travellers· 

represenrarion of the sega. 

 

 
Finally.  it  is  vitally  important to retain  an 'open'  mind  in the study of one's origins. 

The  'Mauruian'  of today is made  up of multiple ongins despite the fact that many 

Mauritians  seem   to  want   10   hang  on  some   exclusiveness.  racial  or  otherwise. 

Colonial  society  forced   peoples  of  different  oauons  and  religions   together  and 
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'meussage'  did occur.  Sada  Reddrs article on Indian  slaves  m Maunnus  breaks  the 

myth   that slaves  were  solely  derived from  Afnca and  Madagascar and  that Indian 

slaves. although in  a rnmorny. were an important  factor  m the economic. social and 

cultural   life   of  the   island   m  the   !81      century.   The   fi rst   Mauruions  were   of 
 

European.  African.  Malagasy and  Indian  origin.  In  th1:.  perspective.  the aim of the 
 

'Origins'  project  was to contribute to the study of the process  of identity  formation 

by examining the  ongms  of staves.  who  fonned   the  bulk  of  the  populanon in  the 

I  8th and first  half of the  19th century .. 

 
 
The "Origins' Project" at the NMCAC 
 

Several tasks  were  identifi ed to reach  some of the objectives m thrs  project. namely 

the exammauon of the demographic and  spatial distribution  and movement of the 

slave  and   ex-slave  populanon.   the   reconstruction  of  family   genealogies  and 

community history; and the location of exact sources of slaves m Africa and 

Madagascar.  All of these  tasks  require  an  immense  amount of data. This  project 

concentrates on the collection of several  types of data.  including the recovery  of 

 
Å     slave census and  registration data for the  British  period  i e ..   ! 815.  18 ! 9.  l 323. 

 

1826.  1832.  1835.  1839  and  1846 
 

Å     the collection of civil status data such  as births.  deaths  and mamages 
 

Å     records  of sales. transfers of slaves and of the estates  they  lived on 
 

Å     manumission  records   found   in   the  Civil   Status  Office  and  the   Maurit,us 
 

Archives 
 

Å     marooning records



 

 
 
 

So  far details about almost   at! the  rural  slaves  in  the  last slave  registration  to be 

carried  out in  1835  have  been collected and inputted in an electronic database.    We 

still   have   to   collect    mfonnation   for   Port-Louis   slaves   and   for  some    15.(X)() 

'unattached'  slaves.  The  latter  are  slaves  who  were  not  attached  10  any  particular 
 

plantation. The  NMCAC have  also completed the cotlecrion of 1823 census  which 

contain  lists of plantation slaves only. The  1826 slave registration returns  which are 

to  be  found  in  the  Public  Record  Offi ce   in  London   have  also  been  rapped.  but 

funding  was sufficient  for only  one distnct.  Plaines  Withems.  The  1826 collection 

of the remaining districts remains  a pnority for the NMCAC  as these returns  also 

contain   drawings   of  ranoo  and  scartficanon marks  of  the  slaves.  These  drawings 

are  not  only  unique   but  can  help  us  locate  the  exact  vill ages  and  ethmc  group 

slaves came  from. 

 
\Ve  hope  IO   input  all  these  data  collected over the  years  into  a central database 

which   will  be available  10  researchers and  ro  the  Mauritian   public  at  large  for 

consultation.  Several   technical  and   methodological  problems   need  to  be  fi rst 

resolved.  So far only  the  1835  registration returns  have  been  inputted and  will be 

available to  <he  public through  the  South African  Data Archive  (SADA).  The task 

of  creating  this  dataset   rs  the  initiative  of  Dr.   Robert   Shell.   who   has   been 

collaborating  in  the   'Origins'  project   since   1997  and  is  currently  Head  of the 

Population  Unit at  Rhodes  University.  The  interns  and  students at the  Population 

Unit are correcting and  "cleaning·  the  original  database. We are also  seeking  help 

to add additional censuses as well  as to add  informauon about the estates  the slaves 

lived in. We hope to add  longitudinal and latitudinal co-ordinates for toponyms and 

plantations to enable  the dataset  to be used  in GIS. 
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A Mauritian  tracing  his slave  ancestry wil l   in  the  future  nm  only be:  able to  locate 

his  or  her  family  name  in  this database.  but  find  mforrnauon about  the  area  and 

estate his or her ancestors lived on and  the names of other  slaves !ivmg on n. [n the 

U.S.A.  such  reconstruction  have  enabled   family   reunions  to  be held  on  former 

estates  and  have helped  many  m reconciling with therr past.  For the historian. the 

dataset   will  further  and  deepen   his or  her understanding of the slave diaspora. of 

Mauritian slavery and thus redress imbalances in international research which have 

tended  to focus on the Atlantic. 

 
The project has adopted  an interdrscrphnary approach  and has combined histoncal. 

oral   and   statistical   date.   It   has  also  depended  on  the  support   of  academics 

(hiswnans.   anthropologists  and   geographers).   social   workers.   demographers. 

computer  programmers  as   well  as   the   Maunuan   public.   Whatever  has  been 

achieved is  the  result  of a team  effort  and  a group  of people  with one nmbinon  in 

mind  to  help  reconstruct  that  part  of our  hiswry  which  some  would   like  to  see 

forgonen   forever.  History  cannot  be suppressed.  In  Mauriti us  we  live  with  the 

consequences of our  past and  Mauntians have yet to be reconciled with  their past. 

Suppressing  parts  of  our  history  only   serves   to  delay   further  the   process   of 

reconciliation and  increase the social  fragmentation that is so apparent in Maurinus 

today. 

 
Finally.  as Principal  Invesugaror m this project. I  would  like io express  my sincere 

gratitude to  those  who selflessly gave  their time  to help  launct-  -his  project  and set 

11   off  on  a  sound  start.  I    would   like  to  mention   in  parucu!ar  students  of  the 

University of Maunnus who compiled the  !835 and  1823  registration returns.  the 

women   of  Ciel!    Mivoie:   Mrs  Nicole  Papeche.   Ermlienne  Faron  and   the   other 
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members  of the  Family  History  Unit: Mr Guy  Merite.  Paul Sabet and Mrs  Fanfan. 

Our  overseas   collaborators  have  given  much  sound  advice:   Edward  Alpers.  Pier 

Larsson.  Barbara valentine. Nigel  worden and  last bu1 not least. Robert  Shell who 

carre  to conduct a Demography  workshop  in June  1998. The  Mauritius  Research 

Council must be given  the  last  word  for having  had  the courage  to  fund  what  must 

have seemed  a most unusual  project. 

 

 
I  

Robert Sht:11  -  Children of Bondage,  -lO 

     See for example.  R.  Hewitt.  A.  Krause.  A Goldman.  G. Campbell  and T. Jenkins  suggest 

through  B  globrn  Haplotypc  Analysis  that  a  major  source  of Malagasy  ancestry  is  denved 

from Bantu·  speaking  Negroids.  Amencan  Journal  of Human Gcncucs,  58  ( 1996). 

J  I.M Fillim.  La Trane des EsclavtJ  vers Its ,Wascart1gnts a11 XVI/It s1iclt. {Pans.  1974). 

i  Pier  Larson.  Hisrorv  and  memory   in  the  Agt  of  Enslavemenr:   Btcoming   Mtrina   in 

Highland MalUlgascar.  /770-1822 {Ponsmouth.  NH: Oxford: Cape Town, 2000). 

s  For a reassessment of the ill egal slave trade.  see Richard  Al len. "Licenuous  and Unbnd!ed 

Proceedings:   The  Illegal  Slave  Trade   to  Mauritius   and  the  Seychelles  dunng   rhe  Early 

Nineteenth  Century."  forthcoming  m Jowmo.l ofAfrican  History. 
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Part One 
 

 
 
 

Family and Demographic History



 

 
 
 

"Origines": Ebauche d'un Projet" 
 

Colette Lechartier 
 

 
En tant que responsable de l'Unite  Documentation et Recherches du Centre Nelson 

 

Mandela  pour  la  Culture  Africame,  lorsque  le  projet  "Origmes"  a  <!tt! ebaucbe. 

j'6tais  invitee  a donner un avis sur un  tel  projet  pour  le  Centre.  Je  me suts  posee 

pas  ma! de questions (i) sur l'opportunue pour le Centre de s'engager sur un projet 

d'une telle envergure connaissant  les  ressources  financiCres  et  humaines  limit6es 

dont  le  Centre  dispose   :    (ii)  sur  le  bren-fonde  d'un  tel  projet  pour  la  sociere 

mauricienne;  (iii) sur l'accueil qu'il  recevrait. 

 
Le  pari etait  grand  :    le  defi  irmnense.    Le  projet etam   retenu  par  le  Mauritius 

Research  Council  pour le financement. le Centre  s'y est engage.   Les collaborateurs 

evenruels  etam identifies  en rapport  avec  la structure  du projet. !es contacts ont ete 

etabtis   avec  divers   organismes  gouvemementaux  pour   l'obtention  des  donnees

necessaires 
 

le  Bureau  d'Erat  Crvrl.  le  Mimstere du  Logement.  le  Bureau  des

Statistiques.  les  Archives   de  Maurice.    Ce projet  etait  le  premier  de  ce  genre 

entrepris a  Maurice   :    aussi  avions  nous  au depart.   tors  de  nos  premiers  contacts 

avec  ces  bureaux.   rencontre  un  certain   etonnerreru  mais jamais de  refus.    Apres 

maims  contacts et vu notre  assiduite. les  renseignements nous  ont 6tC  donnes  dans 

la  mesure  all  ils eraient disponibles. 

 
Nous  avons  employC des jeunes a temps  partiel  pour  les  recherches aux Archives  : 

pour   la  creation  d'un  programme   informanque  en   vue  de   rerracer   les   liens 

familiaux.  La aussi.  nous avons trouve  de l 'enthousiasrre  vu l'crigmatite du projet. 

Je citerai le  tCmoignage de ces jeunes  mformariciens qui nous  ont declare que pour 
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eux  cette   recherche   qui  debouchau    sur   le   social   et   I'historre   revelait  que 

l'mfcrmanque ne sen pas seulement a faire des compilations chiffrees  mars pouvatt 

aussr  avorr  un  accent  humain.  Ce  projet  nous  a conduit  ausst .).    agrandir noire 

 

A  parrir  de cene eruoe.  le  C.C.A  se  met a  la  disposition  de ceux qui prendraien1 

l'initiauve  de  riunir  ce  qui  esr  disponible  de  !'histmre  de  leur  famil!e.  II  es!

collecuon   de  hvres   sur   l'esclavage Jes   contacts   ont  e1e   eublis   avec   le 
 

necessaire  coutefois  de  preciser  que dans  de  celles  enqueres.  norre  rO!e  sera  de

Srruthscman  lnstuution  et d'autres   marsons  d'edition  etrangeres  pour  l'obtenuon 

des  documents.   Ces  publications   peuveru  etre  consultees   au  Centre  Nelson 

Mandela pour la Culture Africame. 

 

A  rravers  ses contacts.  le  C . .'.'i.M.C A  a  rdennfie  quelques  rravaill eurs  sociaux 

habitant  diverses  parties  de  l'Il e  pour  conduire  des  erurevues  uvec  certaines 

familles  afro-mauncrennes  qui etaient  disposees  a apporter  leur contribution ace 
 

 
 

Nous avons respecte  le  non-desrr  de certams  a  ne  pas remonter vers  leur  passe : 

nous  avons avons aussi respecre  la  confidenualite  de cenams  secrets  famdiaux 

nous  avons pennis a  plusieurs  de fourller dans leur  lllemoire et avons ece  rernoms 

quelquerors de fortes emotions.   Les actes de narssance.  de mariage. de deces on! 

nms: pns leur importance.  Grand a l:te noire ercnnemenr de vorr que dans certaines 

families (rares  d faut le  preciser) ces documents etarent  conserves precieusement 

comme  signe  tangible  de  la  duree  de  leur  lignee.     Malheureusement.  dans  de 

 

suggerer  une ml!thodologie et d'agir  en tant  que faci!itateur,  la  t5che  de mener l 

rerrne  I' enquere incombant au demandeur. 

 
Depurs la  publication des resuttats nous  avons re u  la  visite de Mauncrens  vivant 

sou  l Maurice ou artleurs et desrranr reconstruire lhisroire de leur famille.  Dans 

certams  cas  Jes  personnes etaient  munies de nombreux  documents  mdiquant que 

des  efforts  de  recberche  avaient  ece  fans  pour  reconstituer  les  marllons de  la 

chaine familiale.  Parfois ii manquau un maillon  pour completer la chaine. Nous 

avons   alors    fourm   !es   renseignernents    necessaires   quand   ceux-ci   eraiem 

drsponibtes.  Precrsons que les recensements d'esclaves que nous avons pu jusqu' 1c1 

repertorier  soit aux Archives de Maurice.  soit au Public Record Offi ce de Landres 

sent  ceux de  1823,  1826 (Plaines Wilhems).  !835 (regions  rurales). Nous devons 

completer cene  collection  en nous appropnant les recensements  des annees  1835 

pour  Port-Louis.  1815-1820  et  1826.  Tcutefors.  l'acquisnion  de ces dcnnees  ne 

pourra se faire que si les  finances adequares sont mises  a !a disposition du Centre.

nombreux cas. l'essentiel  des documents  n'existait  pas.                                                                            Cene etude sur !es  origines des esclaves est une facon de presenter une faceue de 

l"histo1re  de Maunce.  11    s'aglt  maintenant d'accepter cette facette en toute  seremt!!

Ce qui se degage de ces rencontres. est que pour beaucoup. le recherche des liens 

farru!iaux eran  un  moyen de se sttuer  dans  le  present sans la momdre rancoeur 

concemant  !es  vicissitudes  que  !eurs  ascendants  avaient  pu rencontrer dans  leur 

existence. L. essenuel pour nos  mterlocuteurs erau de se situer dans une lignl!e et de 

renforcer amsi leur idenuce.  Le passe etait assume comme tel. 

 

et  d'y   puiser  des  elements  pouvant  ennchir  le   cissu  social  et  en  assurer  son 

harmome durable.
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Searching for the Slave Family: Problems and methods in 

researching family history 

Nicole Papeche,  Emil ienne Faron.  Guy A1irite,  Vijaya Teelock 

 
 

 
Nicole Papeche.  Emilienne  Faron and Guy \1i rite  were all  interested  in compiling 

their  family  histories  and  spent  several   months   with  the  MNCAC   interviewing 

members  of their families. going  ro the Civil  Status  Offi ce  and Mauritius Archives. 

Al though they  are  far from  having completed their  family  tree,  the experience  has 

proved  invaluable and  will help other people in  their search  for their family  tree. 

 

Family  History  Panel.  "OriginesConference  held at the  University of Mauritius June  1999 The Mli rite Family 
 

M:r  Guy  Merite  has  over  the  years  collected  a  very  large  number  of documents 

relating to  his family  history.  He has been  able to  trace  his  family ancestry  on both 

sides of the family.  His mother's family  is the Minator family  and his father's, the 

Merite   family.   Both  families.   going  back  several   generations.  have  lived  in  the 

northern  districts  of  Pamplemousses  and  R1v11!re  du  Rempan  as  well  as  Flacq 

district.  He  was   able   to  trace  the   Minator  family   upto   the   !S60s.   His  great 

grandfather  worked   for  the  Leclezio  family.   His  wife.  Eliza  Tranquil le's  family 

was traced  back to the estate of Francois Tranqudle All endy  where she  was born to 
 

Clarisse   Tranquille.  (born  1809)  a dressmaker and  Azor  Dambe!  (born  1800)  a 

mason  from Madagascar (see genealogical chart  I) 

 
The  Merite family,  a slave family  was also  traced  back some  7  generations to  the 
 

estate of Dr.  J.P.P Castera   in  F\acq  where  Cecile Mc!rite  lived.  Her son  Ferdinand 
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was born in  1825 on that estate. This  mfcrmauon is derived  from lhe  1826 slave 

registration  returns  for  Flacq,  the  only one  for  1826  available  al  the  Mauritius 

Archives.  \Ve do not  know the  ethnic origin of Cecile Merite but by the end of the 

19"' century, her grandchildren  (Mr Georges Merite's grandparents) are listed as an 

"Indian basket hawker/charrretier on the Couve estate in Riviere du Rempan. Guy 

Mente  feels that  his  grandfather  may have  taken  on this  identity  to  be able to 

obtain land. Guy Merite's grandfather also bought land on the Schoenfeld Estate in 

Riviere du Rempart and grew sugar cane. land which is stil l m the possession of the 

Merne family. 

 
Guy MCnte's paternal grandmother was Mrs Marie Lucie Marouvane (1858-1913) 

whose  fanu[y  was  traced.  through  slave  returns  to  the  estate  of  'La  Gaieri'  in 

Flacq. Joseph  Marouvane.  age  39  is  described  as  a  Malagasy,  'raroui sur les 

ipaufes'   Mr Guy MCnte  is  far from having completed his  family history  but  his 

ongins seem multiple from Pondichery, Madagascar. Bengal  ...Tracing his family 

history  was possible because of the existence of slave registration returns for Flacq 

for  1823.  1826.  1835; civil  status  records as many family members were civill y 

mamed and property deeds as they were land-owners. can owners etc. 

 
The Papecbe Famil y 

 

Nicole Papeche lives  in  CitC  EDC, Mivoie.  Riviere Noire.  Like Guy MCrite,  she 

was keenly interested in the history of her family.  She has retained many stories 

relating 10  her family history recounted to her by her  mother and other members of 

the family. There are. however, far fewerdocumems in  her possession. which made 

the task of reconstructing the family much more difficult. It cannot be stated at this 

stage that Mrs Papeche  comes  from a slave  family as there was no  trace of the 

various family names  in  the  slave  registration  returns - such as  Botnos,  Amas, 
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Boon. Ohvene.   Mrs Papeche remembers her father mennoning that her sisters and 

herself  had  got the  'Malgache  skin".  She has  also been cold  that  her  grandmother 

had 'long hair' and spoke in a 'strange language'. Both her maternal grandparents. 

Ivanoff Botnos  (1897-1957)  and  Elizabeth  Laridaine.  (1901-1927)  were  born in 

Moka Mountain, Chamarel. Nicole's  mother Marie  Madeleine Botnos.  stayed  near a 

river in  the area known as 'L'Embrazure'  (see genealogical chart 2). 

 
Her  attempts  to  find Ivanoff Botnos'  origin  led  us  10  an isolated  spot  tn  Maka 

Mountain.  Nicole had no  idea  where it  was and it  was only after  several  months 

that we were able to locate a map of 1910 where a feeder (canal) named 'Feeder 

Botnos'  was located. But there were  no traces of the name Botnos in civil  status 

records or slave registration returns pnor  to  I  870s.   Did Bernos  give his  name  to 

the  feeder or did he take  the  name  of the  feeder ? Since Ivanoff Botnos remarried 

after the death of his wife, the  land  was farmed by his new  family. 

 
On the Papeche side of the family. the family was traced back to Poste de Flacq. 

Nicole's great grand father was traced through civil status records: Louis Gustave 

Papeche  was born in  Paste de Flacq  in  1849 and mamed  Ctemennne  Manon. a 

seamstress  and  moved 10  Chamarel  Mountain.  The  family  has  not  been  traced 

further back than  the  1840s  and we cannot say whether it  was an 'slave'  family or 

not. Neither is it possible to trace slave origins for Nicole's paternal grandmother. 

Marie-Leoncine  Lamoureux. also born in Maka  Mountain.  Her parents were both 

living in Chamarel  but seems to have originated  from Port-Lours. Louis Augustm 

Lamoureux  was  born  in  Champ  Delort  in  1367.  His  wife  was  Marie  Leomde 

Olivette and her father.  St Louis Olivette was a sailor. 

 

 
 
 

l7



 
 
 

As with the other  members  of the  family.  there  seems  to be no information  for the 

penod before  the  late  I  840s.  Different  ways  of spelling  names  also  have  caused 

confusion:  was  Boon.   Boule. Bouch  and  Booth  the  same  family  or  different? Do 

Papeche   and  Papesse   belong   to  the  same  family?   \Vhat  about   Bernice.  Bomus. 

Bothms,  Bcthniss.  Bormice?   These   are  some  of the  problems encountered  by 

fanu]y  historians. 
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Tracing My Family History: 
 

The Clementine and Fortune families 
 

Joyce For11111i  
 

University of California -   Los Angeles 

 
I     became   interested   m   tracing   my   family   history   in   my   first   year   as   an 

undergraduate  after  a  trip  10   the   Mauritius   Archives.   At  the  time   two  of  my 

classmates and  I  were  working  on an essay  compeucion  on the  theme  of slavery in 

Maunuus. I  found  the  Archives   very  shabby and  dusty. but because  the  staff  was 

always helpful  its deplorable aspect did not deter  me from coming  back.  During my 

subsequent   visits   I     found  among   the  slave  registries  of  censuses   available  very 

precise   information  about a slave  family.  The  details  of  their  relationships  were 

clearly  seated  as well as  the  year  in  which they  were  emancipated and their  former 

occupation  before  being  freed.  I   diligently copied  the  document and  with  the  help 

of my teammates  I transferred  it on to hard drive. 

 
Our essay  seemed  to  have  pleased  the jury  and  we were awarded  fi rst prize.  lt  was 

much  later  that  [   learnt  that  the  reason  why  the  essay  was considered bener  than 

ochers  was  because  we  gave  an  example  of  slave  classificauon  and  the  use  of 

census   data.   Personally.  that  slave  census   gave  me  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of 

slaves.  I  realized that  they  had day-to-day  lives  harder than our  own  and  far  less 

romantic than  depicted in  Bernardin  de Saint-Pierre's  Paul er Virgmie   Their  lives 

were  also  very different from the way  in which  the Abotiuonists portrayed them as 

helpless   and   dull   victims  of  slavery       By  asserting  that  slaves   m  Mauritius 

possessed  histcncal  agency   {    do  not.  of course.   wish  to condom!  slavery.  nor co 

suggest that  slavery was  !ess  harsh  here  than  anywhere else.  I   mean  to  say  that 
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slaves  were  social  beings   like all  of humanity  and  they  knew  how to  perpetuate 

knowledge and social, fi lial or any types of cultural links. To be sure, they suffered 

from  being  cut from  their  respective native  societies,  but this  does  not  mean  that 

they  were  culturally dead  and  were  malleable like  clay.  They had  their  own  will 

and  desires  even   though  the  masters  always   tried  hard  to  curtail   that.    These 

thoughts had a great  impact on me because  I  have Afncan ancestry  and  like most 

Mauritians of my ethnic  group  I have slave roots. 

 
ln conducting  this  research I  came to  realize  that slaves certainly  had ambitions. 

dreams  of  family  life  like  any  one  of us  when   I  stumbled  upon  evidence   that 

emancipated slaves  would  buy their own relatives so as to be reunited again. They 

were  more  than  mere  helpless  chanels or history  book  subjects.  The  insight  I  got 

from  reading  such  documents was  more  profound  to me and  presented the slaves 

more accurately than any history  books  I had read so far. 

 
But  I   did  not  decide to  trace  my family  tree  right  away.  The  occasion  came  when 

my mother  started  researching on a familial property. She  asked  me to accompany 

her  and   I    soon   found   myself  involved  in  the  genealogy  of my  family  on  my 

mother's side.  It was very interesting and challenging and soon we had most of her 

family  tree traced  back  to  1856.   She could ascertain that her family could establish 

a claim on that property and  hopefull y will  be able 10  get their possession back. 

 
There    was   a  second  opportunity.   which   came   during    my   final   year  as   an 

undergraduate at the Universuy of Mauntius, where  all students had 10 write a 8.A 

thesis  as  a partial requirement  for  graduation.  My  previous  experience in  tracing 

my  family  history   had   helped  me  a  lot  to  understand  the  cultural  life  of  the 

Mauritian of Afri can  descent. I  was acquainted with a lot  of people  who  were not 
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part of my family. but formed  part of an extensive network of friends that has been 

maintained  over  the   years  and   distance.  These   people   were   relatives   of  my 

grandparents and  my  great  grandparents'  acquaintances and  they  became  pan  of 

my research sample. 
1
 

 
 
After  my  graduation  I   decided   to  undertake  research  on  my own  family  history 

through  the ownership and  sale of properties that my family  owned.  I   used notary 

deeds.  surveyor's  reports.   transcription  registnes  and  censuses. all  housed  at  the 

Mauritius Archives.   Coromandel. as well  as oral  history.  The censuses  can  give  a 

lot  of infonnauon.  but they  are not enough  by rhernselves  to  complete the  picture. 

A particular  year  may  yield more  information  than  another  one  that  depended on 

how  much  information  the  respondent  was  wilting to  give  to  the  clerk.  The  latter 

had  to  have a good  dose  of diligence to  transcribe all this  mfonnation.  but one can 

never know  how the process  was done. 

 
This    is   where    notary   deeds    become    signifi cant   because    they   give   clearer 

information   about  the   familial  relationships   or  other   links   that   have  existed 

between  certam   people. Transcnption  registries   of  land sales helped  in  ftllmg  the 

gaps  that the notary  deeds  may have left:  I   learned.  for instance. that an owner  of 

vacoas  left  to  his  Fonner  slave and  her  four  children   a plot of  land.  The  former 

slave,  named  Marie Eulalie  Clementine,! was descnbed as a seamstress,  mother  of 

three  daughters  and  one  son.  The  baby  boy  of  Eulalie  was  named  Jean  Bapuste 

after the owner  and soon  after his birth, she received  a share of the property  he was 

selli ng. The clerk  also descnbed the vendor's wife as childless. One can infer many 

possibilitie s:  for  instance.  Eulalie had  children   by her  former  owner.  or the  latter 

must have been a caring, generous slave owner  indeed for he donated   I\/:! arpents of 

land to his slave. 
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I  had  no trouble  retracing  my mother's  family  partly  because the  notary  deeds  are 

in  quite good  shape.  but I   did  not have  so much  luck  retracing  my father's  family. 

In his case  I could  only go back  to the  l880's.  whereas on my mother's side I went 

as far as the  I 820's.   I even  know  her slave ancestors. I know  for a fact that Eulalie 

and her siblings  had for their  mother an Indian  slave called Marion Clementine. 

 

My  father's  family  comes  from  Chamarel village situated  in  the district of Black 

River. They,  too. owned  several plots of land in that place unul  they moved to Pon 

Louis.  My  father's  uncle, Will y  Novinsky  Vallot,  who died  in  January 2001  at 96 

3 

parents gm to meet older members  of their families  and  heard from them anecdotes 

concerning their parents  und grandparents'  lives. As a result. they know more about 

their  families  than  they did before  I  began  my project.  My father  told  me that  in  a 

certain  way he felt richer. A few days  after  he told me this  I  overheard him tell  a 

bedtime  story  to  my  little  nephew Jeffrey,  in  which  my great  grandfather Joseph 

Vallot  was  the  principal  protagonist. Then   I   understood  what he  meant by being 

ncher. 

 
 
I    See Joyce  FonunC.  "The  Social  and cultural  of Afro-Maurmans  from oral hismry-1890 to 

1910,"  B.A. thesis.  University of Maunuus.  1998.

years  of  age.  said  that  he  visited Chamarel after  the  Second  World  War. He did .:   Mane Eulalie  Clemennne.  mother of 5.  was 30  years old  at  the  nme of manurrusston  in

not know  why  the other  relanves moved  from  Chamarel and  the outcome  of their 

property.  I  could  not get any funher with  the Fortune side of the farru[y, going back 

as far only as my great-grandfather Charles  Evariste Fortune.  born m 1885. And no 

other registries of birch/marriages or  death  from  the  Registrar  offices  could  yield 

more  information.  There  are other  potenual sources  for this  kind of family history, 

such as the church archives. but the public  does  not have access  to the registres des 

bapsimes kept at the Bishopric of Pon-Louts. 

 
I enjoyed very  much retracing my farruly history and  reconnecting with  some long 

lost  relatives  or  acquaintances.  The   experience  was  personally  rewarding   and 

intense  because I  got to  meet and  interview  people.  It brought  my parents.  sibli ngs 

and  myself closer  to each other  and every  time  I  went to interview someone  they 

would  want IO  accompany  me.  Actually   the  presence of my  own  mother  on  the 

scene helped  a lot. as people  seemed  to confide  more when she would ask them the 

questions  I  wrote   on   my  notebook.   Sometimes  I   found   her  carrymg   on  the 

interview  by  herself.  asking  her  own  questions and  clarifying  cenam  points.  My 
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1835. The eldest child of the family was Mane Laure  aged  15  (in  1835).  The hnk between 

the  Bigaignon and the ClCmentine family  1s conf irmed by the contract established by Max 

Poupmet  de  Valence,  December 1902.  Maunuus  Archives.  NA 140/32.  The Clemenune 

family seems to be rather extended. Several young women beanng the name of CICmanune 

were distnbuted  among  the  retauves  or  siblings  of  the  Brgaignon  famil y   transcnpuon 

volume  41/570  Registry  Office.  Pon-Louis.  establi shes  family  lmks  between Virginie 

Brgargncn.  mistress of vsctonne  Clernenune.  and  Jean  Bapuste  Bigaignon.  the owner of 

Eulalie.  There  were  also  several  mher  ClCmenune  women  living  in  the  vicinity,  for 

mstance,  Uranie. listed  as  19  years  old  m the  census of 1835  H-senes.  an<l  Melanie.  Both 

young women lived  close to each  other; actually  they  were neighbors.  Urame and her baby 

boy.    Jean   Bapusre   Ernest  Clemennne.   were  fonner  slaves  of  Dr.   Francois   Martin. 

Moreover.  the  neighbors  Fr:i.m;ois  Manin  and Rene Manin  were cited as witnesses  to  the 

binh of Melanie's son. Henry Furey, on 4  December 1834.   The 1835 census of freemen  in 

the H- series mentions that Melanie was affranchrsed  from the same owner as Uramc. 

;  lntervrcw  taped  at Roche Bors.   JO  February  1997.   Willy  Novinsky  Vallot  was born of 

Mane  Rosetrrue  Niclarr and Joseph  Vallot.  m  the  village   of Qoaruer Miluarre.  Moka.  13 

November 1905. 
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Slaves in Mauritius at Emancipation in 1835 
 

Barbara  valennne 
 

Rhodes  Umversuy 

 

 
Over  62  thousand  Mauritian  slaves  were  emancipated  by the  British  Government 

on  I  February  1835.   Emancipated. of course.  did not  mean quite that-slaves  were 

apprenticed to  their former  owners  for a number of years.  partly  for their own good 

and  partly  to compensate  their owners  for  the  loss  of their former  property.  The 

slaves  were  expected co benefi t from  the  years of apprenticeship by  learning  the 

habits  of  industry  that  they  had  not  learned  in  a lifetime  of  slavery.  In  addition to 

the  free labour of their ex-slaves. the slave-owners· received  financial compensation 

from  the  Bnnsh  government, while  the  ex-slaves were  required  to  work  six  days 

out of seven  with no pay except their food rations.  They were, however, allowed  to 

buy  their  freedom by saving  any  money  they  could  earn  in  their  free  time.  This 

offer,  it  was reckoned.  would  promote  the ethic  of hard  work  in  the ex-slaves.  The 

idea  seems   to  have  misfi red  - the  ex-slaves deserted  the  plantations  in  droves 

when  the  period  of apprenticeship was  over.  The  plamauon owners  subsequently 

imported  indentured  labour  from  India  and  Co  a  lesser  extent  from  Madagascar. 

China,  the  Comoros  and   Afnca.  The  influx  of mainly   Indian  imrrugrants  has 

defined  the  population of modem   Mauritius.  so  that  over  two  thirds  of  the  1.2 

mill ion people are Indo-Mauriuan. and about  279c is descnbed as Creole.  that is. of 

African origin  (CIA.  1999). 

 
At the  time of the Emancipation Act  m  1833, vtaunnus had the third largest slave 

population  in  the  British   Empire.  Only  Barbados   and  Jamaica  had  more  slaves. 

There   were  several   methods   for counting  Maunnan  slaves. all  of  which  confl ict 
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and all of which are  unreliable  to a greater  or lesser extent.  Consequently.  data 

about  the  Maurtuan  slave  population  are  plentiful  but  inconsistent.  with  little 

agreement on the size of the population from one year ro the  next.  It seems. though. 

that  there  must have  been between 60 and 70 thousand  slaves  on the  island  dunng 

the last few years of slavery, many more than the approximately  S  thousand white 

colonists and the  16 thousand  free coloured people. 

 
By  us nature.  the  system of slavery suppresses  the individuali ty  of  the  slave. \Ve 

know httle of the  individual  Mauritian slaves  themselves,  except  what the slave 

registrars entered on the  vartcus  censuses.  and the  records of slave complaints to 

the  Protector of Slaves.  The  census  records do tell  us  broadly where the  slaves 

came  from.    Many  were  listed  as "Mozambique"  - a carry-all  term  for slaves 

shipped from East Africa.   Some  were listed as from "Madagascar". and stil l others 

as .. Indian"  or  "Malay".  and  there  was a small  sprinkling  of  slaves  from ocher 

places, for example. Anjouan or West Africa.  Slaves  who were born on the  island 

were called "Creole". irrespective of their parentage.   Some of this detail  may be 

suspect. An iilicn  slave trade  to  Mauritius went on long  after the  British  abolition 

of  the  trade  in  1807  and the  capture  of the  island  in  1810.  The owners may we!! 

have  thought  it  m their  interest  to lie  about the  origin and ages of some of their 

slaves  to disguise their illegal  acquisition. 

 
We do have  some  useful  data about  individual  slaves  and their  families,  though. 

For example. Dr Vijaya Teelcck  and her  students m Mauritius have collected data 

about  approximately  two  thirds  of the  rural  slave population  m  1835.  from the 

Greffe  De L'Enregrsuemern  Des Esclaves (IG series) in  the Maunuus  Archives. 

and uanscnbed   them  co  a statistical  computer  program. The  original documents 

from which  the  data  were collected  are  certified  registers  of  slaves  per  owner. 
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drawn  up for compensation  purposes JS  on  1         February  1835.  Each certificate  of 

ownership gives the  name of the owner.  the claim number.  the drstnct. and a list  of 

the  slaves  for whom  the  owner claimed  compensation.  The  slaves  are  listed  by 

name  and  surname,  usually  m family  groups,  with details  of age  m a previous 

census year (usually  1826,  1832  or by default  in  ! 835),  height  in  feet and inches. 

and origins. Children born since  the  previous census year  were listed  at the end of 

the register.  with  their dates of binh  or age in  months. 

 
Of the over 27  thousand slaves listed in the as yet uncompleted data set. over  16 

thousand  were described as "Creole de Maunce".  662 as "Indren". 70 as "Malars". 

nearly  four thousand as "Malgache''  and  nearly  six  thousand as "Mozambique". 

Such cold sterisncs  soon become more human  on closer examination  of individual 

details.  For  instance,  one  wonders  about  the  life  and  experiences  of  Tritcnne 

Cendrillon  (Cinderella),  who was imported  from Mozambique and  was aged -is 

when she was set  free.  She was one of 59 slaves of Melle Marie Victoire  Laval  of 

the  district  of Riviere Noire. in  the  south west of the  island.   Tritonne  was listed 

with Paul (aged 23), Nicholas {21), Germaine (14) and Adrien (11), all  designated 

"Creole de Maunce''.  who were probably her children. but there is no indication of 

who their  father  may have been. There  are eight other slaves  with  the surname 

Cendnllon   in  the  data  set.  belonging  to  various  other  owners.  but  possibly the 

common surname was co-incidental.   Certainly there are no men of the  same  name 

old enough to have been Triconne's consort.  On the other hand. the family of Riou. 

belonging  to  Mons Jean  Marie G\aud  of Riviere  Noire.  appears  to   have  had  a 

father.   Jasmin  Rrou.  who was of Indian  ongin,  was 5-1  years old in  1835.  He is 

listed with Celeste (44) presumably his wife, who was from Mozambique, and their 

children.  Philogene  (26),  Fanchette  (24),  Sylvestre  {22),  Jossehn  (17)  and little 

George. aged 30 months. 
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Most imported  slaves.  according  to  the censuses  of  1826 and  1835.  were from 

Mozambique. There was an enormous  increase in  the East Coast slave trade during 

the nineteenth century,  partly  because  of demand from the  Mascarenes. but also 

because of the  demand in  Brazil,  the Persian Gulf and India. Brazil  accounted for 

many East Coast slaves  as it  became more difficult to acquire slaves  from the West 

Coast during the  nineteenth  century. and more cost-eff ective to  import slaves from 

the  East Coast. According  10   Patrick Manning,  the  export trade from the Eastern 

Coast of Africa reached nearly  30.000 per year in the first half of the nineteenth 

century (Manning,  1990: 53). Many of these slaves were apparently illi citly sent to 

Mauritius to supply labour for the expanding sugar market. 

 
Maunuus  was  in  a difficult  situation:  it  was governed by the  Bnnsh.  who  had 

abolished the  slave trade in  1807.  but was dominated by a French plantarion  and 

slave-ownmg elite  who favoured.  indeed  depended on. slave labour.  ln addition, 

the sugar market was expanding  rapidly. especially after the equalisation of sugar 

tariffs  in   1825.  yet  there  was  no  indigenous  labour  to  work  the  plantations. 

Mauritius  was  m a cleft  stick.  Either it had to import  more slave labour or the 

existing  slaves  had  to  work  harder.  Both  solutions  were applied  - the  slaves 

worked long and cruel hours. and illegal imports of slaves continued well  into the 

twenties.   The   numbers   of   slaves   illegally   imported   is   unknown.   but   the 

Commission  of  Eastern  Inquiry  (182&-1829)   apparently  approved  a  figure  of 

30.000 illicit  impons  since  1810  (Reddi.  1989:  108).  although  the  trade  was the 
 

subject of great controversy at the time. 
 
 

Mauritius. like the New World slave system. preferred male slaves to women. An 

examination of the sex ratios of adults in  1826  is instructive: 
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Table  I 
 

Oriams of adult slaves in  J  826 

Ori gm                Male       Female     Sex          Total 

ratio        
Slaves 

Creole                  8.400        8.422           100         16.822 

Mozambioue     15.193         3.550          428        18.743 

Madaeascar        8.120        4.313           188         12.433 

Indian                   1.383             883           157           2.266 

Malav                      116              96           121              212 

 
Source·  Barker A. S!averv  and Anu-Slaverv  1n  Mauritius ( 1996).  178. 

 
 
The sex  ratio of Creole adults (who were born on the island)  is  normal.  but perhaps a  

little  high  for  an adult  population.  One  might expect  rather  more  women to 

survive  than  men, particularly  in  the  harsh  conditions  in  which slave  populations 

lived. The  sex ratios of the other groups are strongly skewed in favour of males. 

particularly  in the case of slaves of Mozambican ongins. This census was taken  16 

years after the imposition of British rule in  1810. when the trade to Mauritius had 

ostensibly  been banned. [f slavers preferred young males between about  15 and 30 

years  of age.  many  of  the  Mozambican   slaves  m  Mauriuus   must  have  been 

relatively  old by \826.  One expects a greater attrition of males than  females man 

older adult population. so the Mozambican sex ratio at capture must have been high 

indeed. 
 

 
These  high  sex  ratios  are  supported  by  a  remarkable  picture  of  a  slave  ship. 

showing how 400 slaves  from the East Coast of Africa  were  stowed aboard a 200 
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ton slaver.  There  are 278 men, 57 women and 65 children·  a adult sex ratio of 488. 

This  picture  was drawn  by C. Monternbert to ill ustrate  the evidence of C. Letord  to 

the Comrrussron of Eastern   Inquiry m  1826. Lerord  was a pseudonym for Charles 

Dorval.  a notorious slave dealer  turned  state  witness. who allegedly had suspicious 

lmks  WHh the fi rst  British Governor of Mauritius. Sir Robert  Farquhar, and Charles 

Telfair, a wealthy plantation owner and Private  Secretary  co the Governor. 

 
 

Mozambique slaves in  Mauritius  in  1835 

In sum.  the  lives of  slaves  m Mauritius  were  hard  and  brutal. They  were  trapped 

between  a growing demand  for slave labour man expanding sugar economy. and a 

drrrurusbrng supply of fresh  slaves.   The  misery of harsh  working  condmons must 

have  been  compounded  by  the  huge  imbalances  in  the  sexes.  many  of  the  men 

bemg   doomed   to  a  lonely  bachelor  hfe.  and  the  women  exposed  to  the  abuses 

likely in such  a situation. One cannot  know the feelings of people such as Truonne 

Cendrillon and Jasmin Rieu. their families  and the other 62 thousand slaves as they 

waited for emancipation  10  \835. but one can speculate  that  they  were  not unmixed
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shows an abnormally  high  sex ratio  of 252.  ln addition,  nearly 43% of these slaves 

are below 40 years  of age, which  means they must have been  less than  15 years old 

m  1810  when  the  British  took  over  Mauritius  and  abolished  the trade.  Perhaps 

some of these people were captured as young  children.  but it also seems  likely that 

many  were  imported  after the  British occupation.   ln addition.   153  Mozambican 

slaves  m this  group  were  not  yet  born  in   1810.  Had they  been  born  on the  island 

they would  have been designated "Creole"  rather  than Mozambique. 
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The   implantanon  of  Indian  culture  in  Mauritius  is  usually  associated  wnh  the 

coming  of  Indian  immigrants  utter   I  834.  Although  it  rs  we!!  known  that  Indians 

had  been  present   in  the  island  from  the early years  of French  colonial  rule. therr 

cultural  contribution  has  been  completely  ignored  because  they  were  deemed   to 

have   been   completely   assimilated   m   the   Creole   population.
1     

lt   is   true   that 
 

immigrants  in  the  nineteenth  century  because  of their numbers. their status  and  a 

more liberal adrmmstrauon. were ma better  posmon to preserve  their culture. Yet a 

closer  look at  the  lndians  in  Ile de  France  ·   even  before  British  rule.  shows  that 

Indians had retained  important aspects  of their culture. They  were also co exercise a 

decisive  infl uence on at least a segment of the  Indian  populauon in  later years. 

 
Indians  were  introduced  in  Ile  de  France  as slaves and  free workers  in   1729

1   
and 

since  that  time.  especially during  the  rule of Labourdonnais and  Poivre.  more  and 

more   slaves  and  skilled   workers   came  10   the   island.   In   1735   there   were  485

Indians.  both  slaves  and  free  ma  population  of  2.123
1
 

 

Milbert   By  the  end  of

 

French  rule, there were 6.000  Indian slaves  ma population of 60.000  (lvlilbert), and 

there  was approximately about  400  Indians  m the  'Coloured'  population of about 

-1-000    Analysis  of  the  census   of   l 803   does   nor   perrnn   one   to   reach   precise 
 

conclusions. The section  m the census  dealing  with coloured  people  also  included 

people who can  be identified  by their  [ndian  names.  However  there  are also  many 

who  are  described  as  "Topaze'   who  are  the  offspnng  of  Indian  and  European 
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parents. born  m India. There  are  many  persons  bom  in  Indra who carry  European 

names:  they  could  be Europeans  born  m India  or Indians converted to  Chrisuamty 

and  who  had  adopted   European   names    For  all  these  reasons   tt   i    difficult   to 

determine  the  size of  the  Indian  component  within  the  Coloured category.  In  the 

wrote  that  one  slave  dealer  Parmanandan  was  cast  into  pnson  at  Pondrcherry   m 

1743.  "He  was comrrussionned by Mr Soude  to  get slaves.  By  usmg  unfair  mean) 

like  intoxicants and spells he inveighed  many  beys under his clutches    He used  to 

kidnap  them  m batches of 50 and  100 from  villages.  their heads were shaved. black 
6

camp   de  Malabar.   rhe  Indian   suburb  of  Pore-Louis,  about   37!   Indians  can  be 

identified  in  the  census   of  1804  on  the  basis  of their names  and  other available 

informat1onJ. Thus  they constituted a rrunoncy element   in  the  Free  and  Coloured 

population  of Pore-Louis. 

 
Free  Indians consisted of different cultural and  lmguistic groups  -  mainly  Bengalis 

and South Indians.  with the latter m the majority. Slaves  were divided  into several 

groups      Maiabars,   Indians.   Bengalts  and  Talingas.  The  two  fi rst  names  being 

_genenc  names  for   Indians.  one  does   nm  know   how  the  various   groups   were 

distributed.  [f one  goes  by  the  number  of  rnanurrutted  slaves in  the  penod  1796- 

1800.    118   out  of   the   316   manumnted   adult  slaves   were   Indians.   A  further 
 

breakdown descnbes -16  as  Indians. 35 as  Bengalis.  9 Talingas and 28 Ntalabars.1. 

The  high  number of manumitted  Indians  is due  to the  fact that  there  was a high 

proportion   of  women  among  Indian  slaves  and  many  later  became  concubines of 

the  settlers  and  more  likely  IO  be manumitted as they bore  the children  of senlers. 

This  rs  not very  helpful to get  an  idea of the size  of each  ethmc  group,  except  10 

emphasize  that  Indians slaves.  hke  free Indians. were a heterogenous group. 

 
While  the  free  Indians  had  been  introduced  as skilled  workers  for the  construction 

of  Pon-Louis and  its shipyards, there  is  as  yet  little  mform.:uion  about  the  slave 

traffic  from  India  10  ll e  de  France.   It  is  known  that  both  in  the  nonh  and  south 

India.  there  was a bnsk slave  trade.  In times of chrome  scarcity  and  famines.  the 

slave  traffi c  swelled  and  Europeans   made  huge  profi ts  from  it.  The  diarist  Pillai 
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cloth  were  given them 10  wear. and each  individual  had a fetter placed on one leg" 
 

Travellers'  accounts  show  that  m slates  like  Bihar and  Assam.  a great  number of 

slaves were  being sold.  but we have  very  little  knowledge about how  many of these 

slaves  were  to  be sold  outside of  India.  In  1812.  half of the  population of SylheL 

consisted of slaves-descendants  of insolvent debtors.' Given  the  volume of  slave 

traffic  in  India,  many  were  probably  brought 10  ls!e  de  France.   In  1785  several 

Indians  testified  before  the  police  in  Pore-Louis  calling  for the  liberation  of Odia 

Padam  who  had  been  kidnapped by Jean  de  Silvas.
1  

There  wen:  also prisoners  of 
 

war and  there  may have been  cases  of free Indians  introducing  their dependents or 

their  relatives under  the  status  of slaves  m order  co  settle  m the  island  for a short 

penod. ln  the  year  I  2 according to  the  French  Revolutionary Calendar.   Ramedou 

left  a proxy  to Ramcheuy Petigon to  free Julie,  slave  and sister of Ramedou  and 10 

permit  the  latter  to  return  and  join   him  in   [ndia  before  her  liberation  if  she  so 

wished,"  There  were many cases  where  manumiued slaves set free their parents and 

relatives, but in the case of a free Indian  semng  free his  relatives.  one suspects that 

the  practice of introducing dependents as slaves  might have  been  very  common.  lt 

also  seems  that  a good  proportion of  the  Indian  women  slaves  might  have  been 

specifically  introduced to provide  concubines for the Whites and the Tree Coloured: 

hence  the  conclusion  that  the  greater  number  of  mulattoes   were  the  offspring  of 

Whites and Indian women.'? 
 

 
The  Indian  slaves  hved  among  the other  staves  of the  island  while  the  free  Indians 

who  were  mostly  masons.  carpenters.  plumbers. cabmet makers.  and  sailors  wen! 
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