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Message from theHonourable Minister of Arts andCulture

History is a dialogue between man and his pag. The dialogue is unending new
quesuors arise ard new answers have to be sought. This IS why history is a
perpetwel 'renuse en question'

it is m this perspective that this new publication sheds new light on an .rnportaru
agect of slavery, namely the construcnon of idenunes and consciousress m the
eighteenth century and early nineteenth centuries. Corsciousness of our identities
is parly basedon the notions and understanding of where we come from. m other
words. our origins. The project 'Origins’ which started at the Nels;n Mandela
Centre for African Culture tried 10 find precisdy this where did slaves come from?
What was their lingustic. geogaphic and cutural backgound? For these
influences too, shapel the suboonsciousness of slaves as much as the experience
they endued under slavery in Mauntius.

On the occaion of the coonmemorawn of the 166" Anniversary of the Abolition
of Slavery. | am therefore pleased to support this publication of the Nelson
Mandela Centre for African Culture. This publication will serve as a guide for
those who wish {0 trace their family ancestry as well as for researchers to be
acquainted with some of the latest research in the field of the slave trade and

slavery. Although the projed ended in 1998. the momertum created was great and
stimulated so much interest on the pan of the Mauritian public that the team has
continued working. My Ministry fully intends to support the continuaion of this
project Contributing to the funding of this publication is the begining of this
suppart. particularly in the light of Govenmert intention to regdore the history of

slavery and its study to its rightful placein Maun'ms.

Imee Ramdass
Minister of Arts and Culture




Message from theChairman of the
Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture

[tis agred pleasure for me. as Chairman of the Nelson Mandela Cemre for African
Culture to assodate myself with the launching of 'History, Memory and
Identity’, a publication based on anon-going projed at the Nelson MandelaCentre
for African Culture. | avail myself of the opportunny to point out that this is one ina
number of publications of the NMCAC dedcatedto promote artistic and cultural

activities and (o foder the traditions of our forefathers.

This book will no doubt encourage the population of Afro-Malagasy desen to
trace its family history and get a better sense of its roots It wdl provide teachers,
studerts and researchers with the kind of information they need 10 study the ethnic
origins of the ex-slave population of Afro-Maagas descent. ( seize this

opportunity to convey my congraculacions and best wishes to the edtorial team.

Rogtr Gattan Gungaram
Chairman




Introduction

\Vhy Origins?
To many people. the seart for origins 1s a fruitless and unnecessary venture. They

question the need to delve into one's past and the purpose this might serve us today

Unlike the French. Indian and Chinese populations of Maurtnus. the AfroA
Malagasy population. having for the mog pat slave origins, does not seem to have
retaned any direct menory of HS origins. To some extent this loss is an inevitable
consequence of the nature of the ocearic dave trade and the process of creolization
that occurred in all dave societies. This has led 0 a lack of knowledge about the
background - cultural, ethnic, tmgursric. and geograptic - of Mauritians of AfroA
Malagasy descent. Without an identifiable ongin. there has occurred a loss of
dentity beyad that of Mauritian Creole. Consequertly, the loss of an identifiable
ongin led authorities in the pag to legaly labd the Afro-Maagasy popuation of
Mauritius under the caegory 'General Population’. This desrgrancncompounded

the official obliteration of African cultural traits that followed on the forced

Christianizaton of liberated slaves during the mid-nineteerth century, as this term

gives no indication asto one's geographic or cultural origin.

No study of language. culture. religion socia organization of slave and post-slave
sodety can be 'sciennfic' unless it is underpinned by accurate empinca
nformation abaut the origins of slaves. This view is shared by ocher historians who
study former slave societies. such as Robet Shel | writing about davery in the

Cape Colony of South Afnca "without knowledge of the stave's origins, we cannot

make meanimgful assumgions about the socia. culturd, linguistic and religious




behaviour of any Cape daveho!ding household"! Thus, if we are ever to appredate
and understand the pag of Mauritians of Afro-Malagasy background, we must
thoroughly reseach all evadable sources concerning the ongms of the slave

populanon of Mauritius.

The search for ongins is therefore of crucial necessity. Today "new directions' in
histonca methods of inquiry that have radically transfonned the discipline of
history m the last two decadeshave made this goal possible. Accordingly, in 1997
knowledgeof these new methoddogies led to the devdopmentof the "Ongms

Project” at the Nelson Mandela Centre for African Culture.

The methods used to detennine the origins of slavesare varied. When the "Origins
Project"started at the NMCAC, it concemrared on two methods. The first was to
determine origins by examining oral and written documens ard the second was to
study the slave trade and slave demography. Other methods such as the study of
Bantu and Creole lingustics, and the use of human geneics were considered

beyand the competenciesocally available. * In a few years. a simple blood test will

be able to provide immedate geretic information about an individual's human
populauon ongins. For the immediate future. however. the recanstruction of family
histories and the collection of census data, civil status recads, ard oral history
form the bulk of historica evidence being used in this project One local source
that has not thus far not been maa available 10 Mauritius. allhough they have been
elsewheregfor example.in Angola), and that we very much hope will become open
to legnimate family and sdwolarly reseech is that of the Roman Caholic Church.
whose parish recads of birth. bagism. and death have the patential to answer

mary questions that are not addessedn the civil archives.

In the papers by Teelock. Famon, Merite. Papehe and Fortune. we begn this
collection of essays with several short examples of what individual Mauritians
have been able to learn about their family ongins through a combination of careful
reearch in loca archives and oral interviews with members of their families. The
collection of data will permit the study of the denograptic and spatial distribution
of the slave and ex-slave populauon. An example of the possbilities that are
opered up with the cdledion of statistical data can be seen in Barbara Valentine's
paper. JJm Armsrong's paper shows however the inherent difficulties in trying to
trace geograjhical origins through Malagasy names found in the registration

returns.

The SlaveTrade

After having been neglected for so many decade. reseach into the dave trade has
been renewed with much vigour as a result of the esgblishmentof UNESCO's
Slave Route Projed¢. Althouch the output has been voluminous. very few studies
concern the (ndian Ocean. fewer still. the Mascar@e Islands. while even fewer
concern Mauritius. Despite official Mauritian achesion to the Stave Roule project.
no serious smdy of the slave trade has been undert&en exceg by the NNICACC

and a few historians working independently.

The study of the slave trade has taken on new dirnensons If two decadesago
historians relied almost exctusrvety on written documens. trwiay srudres of the
slave trade incorporcre linguistic. archaological and ethrographic evidence This
multi-disciplinary and inter-disciplinary trend must be reinforced in hrstonca

studies in Mauritms.



As far as the slave trade with Mauiitius is concened mary earlier studies are in
the processof bemgrevised. Ealier studies mclude the works of J. M. Filliot and
A. Toussint® More and more accurade data. nev methods of analysis. faster
compuing. andopening up of new saurces have allowed for arevision of figures.
The mog important task concernirg the slave trade is the disaggregatin of figures
for Mauritiusand Reunion. which have up to now beertreated together. Richard Allen's
chapter for this collection of essays represets an outganding exampk of JUSt how
these new sources and new methods of analysis can yield importart new results.
results that in this caseindicae that the slave trade to Mauritius wassignifi cantly

larger in volume than we had previously acknowledged.

To take a more detaled example. in his recent book and his chaper for this
volume, Pier Larson has disaggregatedthe Malagasy slave trade figures for the
period 1810 to 1820 andthis effort has led him to revis: upwaxds the numbers of
daves arrivmg m Mauriuus.” Thus we know now tha a very large number of
Mozambicans did not traved direcly to Mauritius hut transited through
Madagascar. The ota number of staves arriving in the Mascarenehasadso bea
revised. Over 225.0CI0 slavesarenow believedio havecometo lhe Mascarees of

which same 113,400 from the eas coastof Madagasar.

We aso havea better idea of where exacly slaves came from. For Madagascar,
Larson's work. expanding upon Filliot's groundwork. shows that the origins of
slaves were constartly changing For the 1770-1820 period for exanple, daves
were taken at first from a 50-km radius araund Antarararivo. By the end of the

|&1 century. the origins of slaves were from further away, from the regionknown

today as Vakinankarara. The Vakmankaratra from 1800 were brought to
Antanamrivo. then taken to Tamatave and Foulpointe to board ships to Mauntius.
From 1809 to 1820. daves came from even funter into the interior. Few were
Merina by then and most were AntsihanakaandBetsileo. According to Larsan. the
names of exact villages and areas of these slaves can be traced by studying the

routes takenby Radana rs expanding armies.

\Vhat determinedthe origins of the daves that were brought to Mauritius? Despite
popular bdief. slave-owners' preferences counted for very liule. Rather. it was
changingship panerns. the rise andfal in trade m partialar areasandthe shifting
commerdal aliances beween tracers, the supgiers and colonial powers.
Researchers of Mauritian slavery and slave trade in the future must examineand
find these patternsand movements and also estmate the numbers which amved to
be able to estimate the influence that each group may have had on |8h century
patern of settlement of slavesandthe extent and nature of ‘creolizarion". In her
chapter for this collecion and the larger proect of which it is a part, Megan
Vaughan probes the fluidity of colonial idenuues and raises important
epstemological quesnons about how we define identity. Were these identities
embraced byMauritian slaves themseles. werethey smply imposed by colonial
sodety. or are the only the reflectim of moden scholars' reseach? In other
words. even when we can identify whatappeario be spedfic ethnic groups among
erslaved Afro-Malagay at Mauntius. to what extent had these identities aready

bemme crectized by the historical process of endavement?

"Creolizarion" is beleved by mary slave historians to begin whenthe local born

(verede") outnumbe the foreignborn r.e. when Creoles form over 50% of the



populdion.

For Mauritius. the period when this is supposed to have occured has
not yet beendetamined. From the 1826 censis It would seemthat this point had
already been reached. The 1826 slave census doesnot take into consideration the
large number of freed slaves. This number may be counterbalanced by the number
of slaves illegally introduced who may have not been dechred in the slave

. 1
registrauonretums.

One mug agree with Barker that u 1s difficult to esarnae ongins by using solely
the censis. To overcame this weaknessm the evidence, it is necessary to look ut
sources of the procurement of slaves. i.e. 10 examire the slave trade on the
"Origins" side which gives a more accurate picture. There hawe bee few studies
mccrporaung both Mauritian and Mozambcan/Malagasy sources. For example,
Filliot and Barker have concentrated on the host side (Mas@arene$ and on traders.
By way of contrag. Alpers has in the past concentratedon the origins side. i.e
iviozambique. although m his chapter for this volume he explores the entire process
of the slave trade from Mozambguere Mauritius. In this chaper he also addresses
the process of creotizauon amorg so-called .Mozambiques' that Vaughan
discussesmore broadly for the eighteemh century. The construction of idenucies as
also earned out by colonial authorties and European travellers. Daniella Police's
paper analyses 8th and eadly [9n century travd wnting and travellers:

represenrarion of the sega.

Finally. it is vitally important to retain an '‘open’ mind in the study of one's origins.
The 'Mauruian' of today is made up of multiple ongins despite the fact that many
Mauritians seem to want 10 hang on sone exclusiveness racial or otherwise.

Colonial society forced pewmles of different oauons ard religions together and

'meussage’ did ocaur. SadaReddrs article on Indian daves m Maunnus breaks the
myth that slaves were solely derived from Afnca and Madagasca and that Indian
laves. althoudch in a rnmorny.were an important factor m the economic. social and
cultural life of the isand m the '8 century The first Mauruions were of
European. African. Malagasy and Indian origin. In thl. perspedive. the am of the
'Origins' project was to cortribute to the study of the process of identity formation
by examining the ongms of staves. who fonned the bulk of the populanonin the

8th and first half of the 19t century ..

The "Origins' Project" at theNMCAC

Several tasks were identified to reach some of the objectives m thrs project. namely
the exammauon of the demogrgphic and spatial distribution and movement of the
slave and ex-slave populana. the reconstruction of family gerealogies and
commurity history; and the location of exact sources of slaves m Africa and
Madegascar. All of these tasks requre an immense amount of data This project

concentrates on the collection of several types of data. including the recowery of

A slave census and registration data for the British period i e. 1815. 1819. 1323
1826. 1832. 1835. 1839 ard 1846

A the collection of civil status daa such as births. deaths and mamages

o

recads of sdes.transfers of slaves and of the edates they lived on
A manumission recads found in the Civil Staus Office and the Maurit,us
Archives

A maroming records



So far detdls abait aimog at! the rural slaves in the last slave registration to be
caried outin 835 have bea collected and inputted in an electronic database. We
still have to colled mfonnation for PortLouis daves and for same 5.(X)()
‘'unattached" slaves. The latter are slaves who were not attached 10 any particular
plantation. The NMCAC have also completed the cotlecrion of 1823 census which
con@in lists of plantation slavesonly. The 1826 slave registration returns which are
to be found in the Public Recad Office in London have also been rapped. but
funding was sufficient for only one distnct. Plaines Withems The 1826 collection
of the remaining districts remans a pnority for the NMCAC as these returrs aso
contain drawings of ranoo and scatficanon marks of the slaves. These drawings
are not only unigwe but can help us locate the exact villages ard ethmc group

slaves came from.

\Ve hope 10 input all these daa collected over the years into a central database
which will be availabe 10 reseachersand 1o the Mauritian public at large for
consultation. Several technical and methodological problems need to be first
resolved So far only the 1835 registration returns have beeninputted and will be
available to <he public through the South African Data Archive (SADA). The task
of creatng this datast Is the initiative of Dr. Robat Shell. who has been
collaborating in the 'Origins’ project since 1997 ard is currenly Head of the
Population Unit at Rhodes University. The interns and students at the Population
Unit are correcting and ‘cleaning: the original databaseWe are also seeking help
to add additional cersuses as well as to add informauon abaxt the estates the slaves
lived in. We hope to add longitudinal and latitudinal co-ordinates for toponyms and

plantations to enabé the dataset to beused in GIS.

A Mauritian tracing his slave ancestrywill in the future nm only be: able to locate
his or her family name in this databa®. but find mforrnauon about the area and
estate his or her ancestas lived on and the names of other slaves livmg on n. [n the
U.SA. such recamstruction have enabled family reunions to be hed on former
edates and have helped mary m recanciling with therr past. For the historian. the
datasé will further and deepen his or her understanding of the slave diaspaa. of
Mauritian davery and thus redress imbaances in internationa research which have

tended to focus on the Atlantic.

The projed has adopted an interdrscrphnary appoach and has combined histoncd.
oral and datistical date. It has also dependedon the support of academics
hiswnans. anthropologists and gearaphes). socia workers. denpgraphes.
computer programmes as well as the Maunuan public. Whatever has been
achieved is the result of a team effort and a group of pegle with one nmbinon in
mind to help reconstruct that part of our hiswry which some would like to see
forgonen forever. History cannd be suppressed In Mauritius we live with the
consequence of our past and Mauntians have yet to be reconciled with their pad.
Suppressing parts of our history only serves to delay further the process of
reconciliation and increase the sodal fragmenation that is so appaent in Maurinus

today.

Finally. asPrincipal Invesugaror m this project. | would like io express my sincere
gratitude to those who selflessly gave their time to help launct- -his project and set
i1 off on a sound start. | would like to mertion in parucular students of the
Univerdty of Maunnus who compiled the 835 and 1823 registration returns. the

women of Ciell Mivoie: Mrs Nicole Papehe. Ermlienne Faron and the other




members of the Family History Unit: Mr Guy Merite. Paul Sebet and Mrs Farfan.
Our overseas collabaatas have given much sound advice: Ewvard Alpers. Pier
Larsson. Barbara valenine. Nigel worden and last bul not least. Robert Shell who
carre to conducta Demograry workshop in June 1998 The Mauritius Research
Coundl must be given the last word for having had the courage to fund what must

have seemed a most unusual project

Robert Sht:11 - Children of Bondage, -0

See for example R. Hewitt. A. Krause. AGodman. G. Campbell and T. Jenkns suggest
through B globrn Haplotypc Analysis that a maor source of Malagasy ancetry is denved
from Bantu- speaking Negmids. Amencan Journa of Human Gcncucs 58 (1996).
3 1.M Fillim. La Trane des EsclavtJ vers |ts Wascartignts all XVI/It dliclt. {Pans. 1974).
i Pler Larson. Hisrorv and memory in the Agt of Endavemenr: Btcoming Mtrina in
Highland MalUlgasar. /770-1822 {Ponsmouth. NH: Oxford: Cape Town, 2000

For a reassegsentof the illegal slave trade. seeRichard Allen. "Licenuas and Unbnd!ed
Proceedings The lllegal Slave Trade to Mauritius ad the Seyclelles dunng the Eary

Nineteeath Cenury." forthcaming m Jowmol of African History

Part One

Family and Demographic History



"Origines": Ebauche d'un Projet"

Colette Lechartier

En tant que responsble de I'Unite Documentationet Recherches du Certre Nelson
Mandela pour la Qulture Africame, lorsque le projet "Origmes" a <tt! ebaucbe.
j*6tais invitee d donner un avis sur un tel projet pour le Centre. Je me suts posee
pas ma! de questons (i) sur l'opportunuepour le Centre de s'engagersur un projet
d'une telle envergure connabssant les ressources financiGes et humaines limitées
dort le Certre dispose : (ii) sur le bren-fonde d'un tel projet pour la sociere

mauricienne; (iii) sur I'accueil qu'il recevrait.

Le pari etait grand : le defi irmnense. Le projet etam retenu par le Mauritius
Research Courcil pour le financement. le Centre s'y ed engage Les collaborateurs
evenruds etam identifies en rapport avec la structure du projet. les contacts ont ete
etabtis avec divers organismes gouvememertaux pour l'obtention des donnees

necessaires le Bureau d'Erat Crvrl. le Mimstere du Logemert. le Bureau des

Statistiques. les Archives de Maurice. Ce projet efait le premier de ce genre
entrepris d Maurice : auss avions nous au depart tors de nos premiers contacts
avec ces bureaw. rencontre un certain etonnerreru mas jamak de refus. Apres
maims contacts et vu notre assduite. les rensegnemeis nous ont 6tC domes dans

a mearre al ils eraiert disponibles.

Nous avais employC des jeunes d temps partiel pour les recherties aux Archives :
pour la creation dun progranme informanque en vue de rerace les liens
familiaux. La aussi. nous avons trouve de |'enthousiasre VUl'crigmatite du projet.

Je citerai le ttmoignage de cesjeunes mformariciens qui nous ont declare que pour




eux cette recherche qui debouchau sur le sodal et I'historre revehit que
I'mfcrmanaie ne sen pas seulement a faire des canpilations chiffrees mars pouvatt

auss avorr un accert humain. Ce prget nous a conduit ausd ) agandir noire
collecuon de hwres sur l'esclavage Jes contacts ont ele eubls awec le

Srrithscman Instuution et d'autres marsons d'edtion efrangeres pour |'obtenuon
des documents Ces publications peuveru efre consultees ai Cente Nelsm

Mandela pour la Culture Africame.

A ravers ses contads. le C.\iM.C A a idennfie quedques rravaill eurs sociaux
habitant diverses parties de I'lle pour conduire des erurevues uvec certaines

Larrqislelves afro-mauncrenes qui etaient disposees d apporter leur contribution ace

Nous avons respecte le non-desrr de certans d ne pas remonter vers leur pass
nous avons avans awss regpece la confidenualite de cenans secrets famdiaux
nous avons pennisa plusieurs de fourller dans leur lllemoire et avans ece rernoms
quelquerors de fortes emotions. Les actes de narsance. de mariage.de decs on!
nms: pns leur importance Grand al:te noire ercnnemenrde vorr quedars certaines
families (rares d faut le predsea) ces documets etaent conserves precieusement

comme signe tangible de la duree de leur lignee. Malheureusement. dars de

nombreux cas.|'essentiel desdoawments n'exidait pas

Ce qui sedegagede ces rencontres eg que pour beaucouple rechercheles liens
farruliaux eran un moyen de se sttuer das le present sans la momde rancoeur
concemant les vicissitudes que leurs ascendats awaiert pu rencontrer dans leur
existence. L.essend pour nos mterlocuteus eraude se situer dansune lignl'e et de

renforcer amsi leur idenuce. Le passe etait assumecommetel.

A parrir de cene eruce. le CCA se meta la dispostion de ceux qui prendraienl

‘initiauve de riunir ce qui eg disponible de "histmre de leur famille. Il es!

necessaire toutefois de preciser que darms de telles enqieres norre r0le sera de

suggerer une ml!thoddogie et d'agir en tant que facilitateur, la t5che de merer |

rerrne |" enquere incombant au demandeur.

Depurs la publcation des reauttats nous avons re u la visite de Mauncrens vivant
sou | Maurice ou arteurs et degranr reconstruire lhisroire de leur famille Dars
certams cas les persaines etaient munie de nombreux doauments mdiquant que
des efforts de recberche avaiert ece fans pour reonstituer les marllors de la
chai ne familiale Parbis ii manquauun maillon pour completer la chai ne. Nous
awns alors fourm les rerseignerners necessaires quand ceuxci eraiem
drsponibtes Precrsons que les recersemerts d'esclaves que nous avors pu jusqu’ cl
repertaier sdt aux Archives de Maurice. sdt au Public RecordOffice de Landres
sent ceux de 1823, 1826 (Plaines Wilhems). 1835 (regons rurales. Nous dewvons
completer cene calection en nous appropnant les recensemats des amees 1835
pour Port-Louis. 1815-1820 et 1826. Tcutefors. ["acquisnion de ces dcnnees ne

pourra se faire ques les finances adegiares sont mises @ !a disposition du Centre

Cene etude sur les origines des esclaves eg une faconde presenter une faceuede
["histolre de Maunce 1l s'aglt maintenant d'accepter cette facetteen toute seremt!!
et d'y puiser des elemens pouvant ennchir le tssu social et en assurer son

harmome durable.



Searching for the Slave Family: Problems andmethods in

researching family history

Nicole Papeche Emilienne Faron. Guy Alirite, Vijaya Teelock

Nicole Papeche.Emilienne Faron and Guy\lirite wereall interested in compiling
their family histories and spent seveal months with the MNCAC interviewing
membes of their families. going ro the Civil Status Office and Mauritius Archives.
Although they are far from having conpleted their family tree, the experience has

proved invaluable and will help other pele in their search for their famiy tree.

The Mlirite Family

M:r Guy Merite has over the years cdlectal a very large number of documents
relating to his family history. He has been able to trace his family ancestry on both
sides of the family. His mother's family is the Minabor family and his father's, the
Merite famiy. Both families. going back sewral generatns. have lived in the
northern districts of Pamplenousses and Rlvillre du Rempan as well as Flacq
district. He was able to trace the Minaor family upto the !S60s. His great
grandfather worked for the Ledezio family. His wife. Eliza Tranquille’s family
was tracal back to the esate of Francois Tranqudle Allendy where she was born to
Clarisse Tranquille. (born 1809) a dressmaker and Azor Dambe! (born 800) a

mason from Madagascar (see genealogical chart 1)

The Merite family, a dave family was also traced back some 7 generdions to the

estate of Dr. JP.P Castera in Pacq where Cecile Mclrite lived. Her son Ferdinand




washorn in 1825 on that egate. This mfcrmauon is derived from Ihe 1826 dave
regidration returns for Flacq the only one for 1826 availabe al the Mauritius
Archives \Ve do not know the ethnic origin of Cecie Merite but by the end of the
19" century, her grandchildren (Mr Georges Merite's grandpaents) are listed as an
Indian basket hawker/charrretier on the Couve edate in Riviere du Rempan Guy
Merte feels that his grandfather may have taken on this identity to be abe to
obtain land. Guy Merite's grandfather also bought land on the Schoenfeld Edtate in
Rivieredu Rempat and grew sugar cane land which is still mthe posgssion of the

Merne family.

Guy MCnte's paternal grandmaher wasMrs Marie Lucie Marouvare (1858-1913)
whose fanuly was traced. through slave retuns to the edate of 'La Gaieri’ in
Flaay. Joseph Marouvane age 39 is describé as a Malagasy, raroui sur les
ipaufes” Mr Guy MCnte is far from having completed his family history but his
ongins seem multiple from Pandichery Madagasar. Benga ... Tracing his family
history waspossible becaise of the existence of slave registraton returns for Flacq
for 1823. 1826. 1835; civil status records as mary family memberswere civilly

mamedand propety deeds asthey wereland-owners. can ownersetc.

The Papeche Family

Nicole Pgedie lives in CitC EDC, Mivoie. Riviere Noire. Like Guy MCrite, she
waskeenly interested in the history of her family. She hasretainedmanystories
relating 10 her family history recaunted to her by her motherandother membes of
the family. Thereare. however, far feverdocumems in her passesson. which made
the task of reconstructing the family much more difficult. It canmot be stated at this
stage that Mrs Papebe comes from a slave family as there was no trace of the

various family names in the dave registration returns- such as Botnos, Amas,
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Boon. Ohvene. Mrs Papehe remembers her father mennonimy that her sisters and
herself had gat the 'Malgache skin". She has also been told that her grandmother
had 'long hair' and spoke in a 'strange language’. Both her matrnd grandparents
lvanoff Botnos (1897-1957) and Elizabeh Lardaine. (1901-1927) were born in
Moka Mountain, Chamarel. Nicole's mother Marie Maddeine Botnos. stayed nea a

river in the area known as'L'Embrazure’ (seegenedogicd chart 2).

Her attempts to find Ivanoff Botnos' origin led us o an isolated spat th Maka
Mountain. Nicole had no idea where it was and it was only after severa months
that we were able to locate a map of 1910 where a feader (canal) named 'Feeder
Botnos' was located. But there were no traces of the nameBotnos in civil status
records or slave registration returns pnor to 1870s. Did Bernos give his name to
the feeder or did he take the name of the feeder? Since lvanoff Botnos remarried

after the death of his wife, the land wasfarmed by his new family.

On the Papecte side of the family. the family wastraced back to Poge de Flacq.
Nicole's great grand father was traced through civil status records: Louis Gustave
Papehe was born in Page de Facq in 1849 and mamel Ctemennre Manon. a
seamstress and moved 10 Chamarel Mountan. The family has not bee traced
further back than the 1840s and we cannot say whether it was an 'dave’ family or
not. Neither is it possible to trace dave origins for Nicole's paternal grandmother.
Marie-Leoncine Lamoureux. also born in Maka Mountain. Her parents were both
living in Chamarelbut seems to have originated from Port-Lours. Louis Augustm
Lamoureux was born in Champ Delort in 1367. His wife was Marie Leomde

Olivette ard her father. St Louis Olivette was a sailor.




As with the other members of the family. there seems to be no information for the
penod before the late |840s. Different ways of speling names also have caused
confusion: was Boon. Boule. Bouch and Booth the same family or different? Do
Papehe and Papese bdong to the same family? \Vhat abait Bernice. Bomus.
Bothms, Bcthniss. Bormice? These are some of the problems encountered by

fanuy historians.

Tracing My Family History:

The Clementine andFortune families

Joyce Forllllli

University of Cdifornia- Los Angeles

| became interested m tradng my family history in my first yea as an
undergraduate after a trip 10 the Mauritius Archives. At the time two of my
classnates and | were working on an es®y compeucion on the theme of slavery in
Maunus. | found the Archives very shabby ard dusty. but becase the staff was
always helpful its deplaabe aspectdid not deter me from coming back. During my
subsequent visits | found among the slave registries of censuses avdlable very
precise information abaut a dave family. The deails of their relationships were
clealy seated as well as the year in which they were emaripated ard their former
occupation before being freed | diligently copied the document and with the help

of my teammates | transferred it on to hard drive.

Our essy seemed to have pleased the jury and we were awarded first prize It was
much later that | learrt that the reasm why the essay was considered bener than
ochers was beause we gave an examgde of slave classficauon and the use of
cersus data Personaly. that slave cersus gave me a gimpse into the lives of
slaves. | realizedthat they had day-to-day lives harder than our own and far less
romantc than depicted in Bernardin de Saint-Pierre's Paul er Virgmie Their lives
were also very different from the way in which the Abotiuorists portrayed them as
helpless and dull victims of slavery By as®rting that daves m Mauritius
possessd histcnca agency { do not. of course. wish to condom! slavery. nor o

suggest that slavery was less harsh here than anywhere else | meanto say that
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slaves were socal beings like all of humaniyy and they knew how to perpetuate
knowledge and social, filial or any types of cultural links. To be sure they suffered
from beng cut from their respedive native sodeties, but this does not mean that
they were culturally deal and were madleable like clay. They had their own will
and desres even though the mastes always tried hard to curtail that. These
thoughts had a great impact on me beause | have Afncan arcestry and like most

Mauritians of my ethnic group | have dave roats.

In condcting this research | came to realize that slaves certainly had ambitions.
dreans of family life like any one of us when | stumbled upon evidence that
emancpatedslaves would buy their own relatives so asto be reuniied again They
were more than mere helpless chanes or history book subjects. The insight | got
from readng such documentswas more profound to me and presented the slaves

more accurately thanary history bodcks | had readso far.

But | did not decide to trace my family tree right away The occasim came when
my mother started researching on a familial propery. She asked me to accompany
her and | som found myself involved in the genedogy of my family on my
mother's side. It was very interesting and challengingand soon we had most of her
family tree traced back to 1856. She could ascertainthat her family could establish

aclaim on that property and hopefully will be able 10 get their possessio back

There was a second opportunity. which came during my final year as an
undergraduatet the Universuy of Mauntius, where all studens had 10 write a 8.A
thesis as a partal requirenment for graduation. My previous experiencein tracing
my family history had helped me a lot to understandthe cultural life of the

Mauritian of African descent | was acquairted with a lot of people who were not
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pat of my family. but formed partof an extensive network of friends that has been
maintained over the years and distance These people were relaives of my
grandmrents and my grea grandparents’ acquaintances and they became pan of

my researcch sample.”

After my graduation | decided to undetake research on my own family history
through the ownership and sale of properties that my family owned. | used notary
deeds. surveyor's repork. transcription registnes and cersuses. all housed at the
Mauritius Archives Coromandé. as well as oral history. The censuses can give a
ot of infonnauon. but they are not enough by rhernselves to complete the picture.
A particular year may yield more information than another one that dependedon
how much information the regpondent was wilting to give to the clerk. The latter
had to have a good dose of diligenceto transcribe all this mfonnation. but one can

never know how the process wasdone.

This is wher notary deed bemme significant because they give clearer
information about the familial relationships or other links that have existed
between certam people. Transcnption registries of land sales heped in ftlimg the
gaps that the notary deeds may have left: | learned. for instance that an owner of
vawas left to his Fonne slave and her four children a plot of land. The former
dave, named Marie Eulalie Clementine! was descnbedas a seamstress, mother of
three daughters and one son. The baby boy of Euldie was named Jean Bapuse
after the owner and soon after his birth, she received a share of the property he was
sdling. The clerk al® descnbed the vendor's wife as childless. One can infer many
possibilities: for instance. Eulalie had children by her former owner. or the latter
must have been a caring, generous slave owner indeed for he donated |\:! arperts of

land to his slave.



| had no trouble retradng my mother's family partly becuse the notary deels are
in quite good shape. but | did not have so much luck retracing my father's family
In his case | could only go back to the 1880's. whereas on my mother's side | went
asfar asthe 1820's. | even know her slave ancestors. | know for a fact that Eulaie

and her siblings had for their motheran Indian slave called Marion Clementine.

My father's family comes from Chamael village situated in the district of Black
River. They, too. owned several plots of land in that place unul they moved to Pon

Louis. My father's uncle Willy Novinsky Vallot, who died in January 2001 at 96
3

yeas of age said that he visited Chamarel after the Second World War. He did

not know why the other relanves moved from Chamarel and the outcome of their
property | could not get any funher with the Fortune side of the farruy, going back
as far only as my great-grandfather Charles Evariste Fortune. born m 1885. And no
other regidries of birch/marriages or deah from the Regstrar offices could yield
more information. There are other potenud sources for this kind of family history,
suchas the church archives. but the public doesnot have accessto the registresdes

bapsi mes kept at the Bishopric of Pon-Louts.

| enjoyed very much retracing my farruly history and reconneding with some long
lost relatives or acquantances. The expeaience was pesonally rewarding and
intense becaise | got to med and interview people. It brought my parents. siblings
and myself close to each other and ewvery time | went to interview someone they
would wart 10 accanpary me Actualy the presece of my own mother on the
scene helped alot. as people seemed to confide more when she would ask them the
quesions | wrote on my notebook Sometimes | found her carrymg on the

interview by hersdf. aking her own questionsand clarifying cenam points. My
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parents gm to meet older membes of their families and heard from them anecdotes
concerning their parens und grandparents' lives. As a reault. they know more about
their families than they did before | began my project. My father told methat in a
certain way he felt richer. A few days after he told me this | overheardhim tell a
bedime story to my little nephew Jeffrey, in which my great grandather Joseph
Vallot was the principa protagonist. Then | understood what he meant by being

ncher

See Joyce FonunC. The Soda and cultural of Afro-Maurmans from oral hismry-1890 to

910," B.A. thesis. University of Maunuus.!998

. Mare Euldie Clemennne motherof 5. was 30 yearsold at the nme of manurruston in

1835. The eldest child of the family wasMane Laure aged !5 (in 1835). The hnk between
the Bigaignon and the ClCmentine family s confirmed by the contract established by Max
Poupmet de Vaence, December 1902. Maunuus Archives NA 140/32. The Clemenure
family seensto be rather extended. Severad young womenbeang the name of ClCmanune
were distnbuted among the retauvesor sblings of the Brgaignon family transcnpuon
volume 41/570 Registry Office. Pon-Louis establishes family Imks betweenVirginie
Brgargren.  mistress of vsctonne Clernenune. and Jean Bapuste Bigaignon. the owner of
Euldie. There were also severa mha CICmenure women living in the vicinity, for
mstance, Uranie.listed as 19 years old m the census of /835 H-senes. an<I Melanie. Both
young womenlived close to each other; actualy they were neighbors. Urame and her baby
boy. Jean Bapusre Ernest Clemennne were fonner slaves of Dr. Franmis Martin.
Moreover. the neighbors Frim,ois Mann and ReneMarin were cited as witnesses to the
binh of Melanie's son. Henry Furey, on 4 Decemberi834. The 1835 censusof freeman in
the H- series mentions that Melanie wasaffranchrsed from the sameownerasUramc
Intervrew taped at RocheBors 10 Februay 997. Willy Novinsky Vallot wasborn of
Mare Rosetrne Niclarr and Joseph Valot. m the village of QoaruerMiluarre. Moka. 13

November 1905.
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Slaves in Mauritius at Emancipation in 1835

Barbara valennne

Rhodes Umversuy

Ove 62 thousand Mauritian daves were emancipatedby the British Government
on | February!835. Emancipated. of course. did not mean quite that—slaves were
apprenticed to their former owners for a number of years. partly for their own good
and partly to compenste their owners for the loss of their former property. The
slaves were expected (0 benefit from the yeas of appreticeship by leaning the
habits of industry that they had not leaned in a lifetime of davery. In addition to
the free labour of their ex-slaves. the dave-owners received financial compensation
from the Bnnsh govenment, while the ex-slaves were required to work six days
out of seven with no pay excepttheir food rations. They were, however, allowed to
buy their freedom by saving any money they could earn in their free time This
offer, it was redkoned. would promote the ethic of hard work in the ex-slaves. The
dea seens to have misfired — the ex-slaves deseted the plantations in droves
when the peiod of appenticeship was over. The plamaua owners subsequently
imported indentured labour from India ard Co a lesser extent from Madagascar.
China, the Comoros and Afnca The influx of mainly Indian imrrugrants has
defined the popuation of moden Maurtius. so that over two thirds of the 1.2
million pemle are Indo-Mauriuan and abait 279 is descnbed as Creok. that is. of

African origin (CIA. 1999).

At the time of the Emancipation Act m 1833, vtaunnus had the third largest dave
population in the British Empire. Only Barbados and Jamaica had more daves.

There were severd methods for counting Maunnan saves.all of which conflict




and all of which are unreliable to a greaer or lesser extent. Conseuently. data
about the Maurtuan slave populaion are pertiful but inconsistent. with little
ageementon the size of the populaion from one yea 1o the next. It seams. though.
that there must have beenbetween60 and 70 thousand daves on the isand dunng
the last few years of davery, many more than the approximately S thousand white

colonists andthe 16 thousand free coloured people.

By us nature. the sygem of slavery suppresseshe individuality of the slave. \Ve
know httle of the individual Mauritian slaves themselves, except whathe save
regidrars ertered on the vartcus censuses. and the recads of slave complaints to
the Protedor of Slaves The censusrecrds do tell us broadly where the slaves
came from. Many were listed as "Mozambique" — a carry-al term for slaves
shipped from Eag Africa Some were listed as from "Madagasca™. and still others
as .Indian” or "Malay". and there was a small sprinkling of slaves from ocher
places for example.Anjouan or Weg Africa. Slaves who were born on the island
were called "Crede". irrespective of their parentage. Sone of this detdl may be
suspect. An iilicn slave trade to Mauritius went on long after the British abdition
of the trade in 1807 and the capture of the idand in 1810. The owners may wel!
have thought it m their interest to lie abait the origin and agesof someof their

daves to disgui® their illega acquisition.

We do have some useful daa about indvidua daves ard their families, thoudh.
For example.Dr Vijaya Teelcdk and her studets m Mauritius have collected data
about approximately two thirds of the rura slave population m 1835. from the
Greffe De L'Enregrsuemern Des Esclaves (IG series) in the Maunuus Archives
and uarsmbed them (o a statistical computer program. The original documents

from which the data were cdlected are certified registers of daves per owner.
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drawn up for compensationpurposes Js on | Februay [835. Each cetificate of

ownership gives the name of the owner. the claim number. the drsinct. andalist of
the daves for whom the owner claimed compensabn. The daves are listed by
name and surname, usualy m family groups, with detals of age m a previous
censusyea (usualy 1826, 1832 or by default in !835), height in feet and inches.
and origins. Children born since the previows censs year werelisted at the end of

the register. with their dates of binh or agein months.

Of the over 27 thousand slaves listed in the as yet uncompéted data set. over 16
thousand were desaibed as"Crede de Maunce'. 662 as"Indren". 70 as "Malars".
nealy four thousand as "Malgache” and neaty six thousand as "Mozambique".
Such cold sterisncs soon becane more human onclose examination of individual
deails. For instarce, one wonders about the life and experiences of Tritcnne
Cendrillon (Cinderella), who was impated from Mozambijue ard was aged -iS
when she was set free. She wasone of 59 slaves of Melle Marie Victoire Lava of
the district of Riviere Noire. in the sauth west of the idand. Tritonne was listed
with Paul (aged 23), Nicholas {21), Germaire (14) and Adrien (11), all designated
"Creole de Maurce". who were probably herchildren but there is no indication of
who their father may have been Ther are eight other slaves with the surname
Cendnllon in the data set. bedonging to various other owners. but possilty the
common surname was co-inciderta. Certainly thereare no men of the same name
old enaugh to have been Triconne's consat. On the other hard. the family of Riou.
belonging to Mons Jean Marie Glaud of Riviere Noire. appears to have had a
father. Jasmin Rrou. who was of Indian ongin, was5!1 yearsold in 1835. Heis
listed with Celeste(44) presumablyhis wife, who was from Mozamlque, andtheir
children. Phlogene (26), Farchette (24), Sylveste {22), Jossehn (17) and little
Geage. aged 30 months.




Mog imported slaves. acording to the censuses 6 1826 and 1835. were from
Mozamhque. There wasan enormous increase in the East Coastslave tradeduring
the nineteenth centuy, partly becauseof demandfrom the Mascaenes.but aso
because of the demandin Brail, the Pasian Gulf and India. Brazl accountedfor
mary Eag Coag daves as it became more difficult to acquire slaves from the West
Coas during the nineteenth century. and morecost-effective to import slavesfrom
the EastCoag. Accading 10 Patick Manning the export trade from the Eadern
Coas of Africa reached nearly 30.000 per year in the first half of the nineteenth
century (Manning, 1990 53). Many of these slaves were appamtly illi citly sert to

Mauritius to supply labour for the expandng sugar market.

Maunuws was in a difficult situation: it was governed by the Bnnsh. who had
abolishedthe slave trade in 1807. but was dominded by a French plantarion and
slaveownmg elite who favoured. indeed dependedon. slave labour. In addition,
the sugar market was exparding rapidly. espedly after the equalisation of sugar
tariffs in 1825. yet there was no indgenous labour to work the plartations.
Mauritius was ma cleft stick. Either it had to import more slave labour or the
exigting slaves had to work harder. Both sdutions were applied — the saves
worked long and cruel hours. and illegal imports of saves continued well into the
twenties The numbers of daves illegally imported is unknown. but the
Commisdon of Eastern Inquiry (182&-1829) apparerly approved a figure of
30.000illicit impons since 1810 (Reddi. 1989: 108). althoudh the trade was the

subject of greatcontroversy at the time.

Mauritius. like the New World slave system. preferred male saves to women An

examination of the sex ratios of aduls in 1826 is instructive:

Table |

Oriams of adult savesin 1826

Origm Male  Femde  Sex Total
retio Slaves
Creole 8.400 8.422 100 16.822
Mozambioue 15.193 3.550 428 18.743
Madaeacar 8.120 4313 188 12.433
Indian 1.383 883 157 2.266
Malav 116 96 21 212

Source: Barker A. Slaverv and Anu-Slaverv n Mauritius (1996). 178

The sex ratio of Creole adults (who wereborn ontheidand) is normal. but perhaga
little high for an adult popuation One might expect rather more women to
survive than men, particularly in the harsh conditions in which dave populations
lived. The sex ratios of the other groups are strongly skewed in favour of males.
particularly in the caseof slaves of Mozambicanongins This censis was teken 16
yeas after the impasition of British rule in 1810. whenthe trade to Mauritius had
ogensibly beenbanned.[f slavers preferred young males betweenabout !5 and 30
yeas of age. many of the Mozambcan slaves m Mauriuus mst have been
relatively old by \826. One expects a greater attrition of males than femaks man

older adult populatbn. so the Mozambcan sex ratio atcapture must have beenhigh

indeed.

These high sex ratios are supported by a remarkable picture of a dave ship.

showing how 400 saves from the East Coas of Africa were stowed abaard a 200




ton slaver. There are 278 men 57 women and 65 children- a adult sex ratio of 488.
This picture was drawn by C. Monternbertto ill ustrate the evidence of C. Letord to
the Comrnssron of Easten Inquiry m [826. Lerord was a pseudnym for Chares
Dorval a notarious slave deale turned state witnes. who allegedly had suspicious
Imks WHh the first British Governorof Mauritius. Sir Robeat Farquhar, and Charles

Telfair, a wealthy plantdion owner and Private Seaetary (O the Governor.

Mozambique slaves in Mauritius in 1835
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shows an abnormally high sexratio of 252. In addition, nealy 43% of these daves
are below 40 years of age, which meansthey must have been less than |5 yearsold
m 1810 when the British took over Mauritius and abolished the trade. Perhaps
some of these pemle were capured as young chidren. but it also seemslikely that
mary were imported after the British occumtion. In addition. 153 Mozambican
daves m this group were not yet born in 1810. Had they been born on the isard

they would have beendesignaed "Creole" rather than Mozambique.

In sum. the lives of slaves m Mauritius were hard and brutal. They were trapped
between a growing demand for slave labour man expandingsugar ecanomy. and a
drrrurusbrng supply of fresh slaves. The misery of hassh working condmons must
have been compoundedby the huge imbalances in the sexes. mary of the men
bemg doomed to a loney bachelor hfe. and the women expcsed to the abuses
likely in such asituation. One canrot know the feelings of people such as Truonne
Cendrillon and Jasmin Rieu. their families and the other 62 thousand slaves asthey

waited for emancipation !0 \835. but one can speculate that they were not unmixed

wuh JOY.
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Slavery andidentity




Aspects of Indan Culture in Ile de France
during the period 1803-1810

Sadasivam Reddi

University of Maunuus

The implantanan of Indian culture in Mauritius is usualy assocated wnh the
coming of Indian immigrants utter |834. Although it s well known that Indians
had been present in the island from the early yeas of French colonial rule. therr
cultural contribution has been completely ignored becawse they were deemed to

have been complaely asimilated m the Creole population! It is true that

immigrants in the nineteenth century becawse of their numbers. their status and a
more liberal adrmmstrauonwere ma beter posman to presave their culture. Yet a
closer look at the Indiansin lle de France - even before British rule. shows that
Indians had retained important aspect of their culture. They were also (o0 exercie a

deckive influence on at leag a segment of the Indian populuon in later years.

Indians were introduced in lle de France as daves ard free workers in 1729" and
snce that time egecially during the rule of Laboaurdomais and Poivre. more and
more daves and skilled workers came 10 the island. In 735 there were 485

Indians. both slaves and free max population of 2.123". Milbert By the end of

French rule, there were 6.000 Indian slaves ma population of 60.000 (lvlilbert), and
there was approximate}l about 400 Indians m the 'Coloured’ populatbn of about
1+000 Analysis of the censs of 1803 does nor perrnn one to reach predse
conclusions. The section m the cersus dealing with coloured people also included
people who can be identified by their [ndian names. Howeve there are also many

who are described as 'Topaz' who are the offspnng of Indian and European
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parerts. born m India There are many persons bom in Indra who carry European
names: they could be Europeans born m India or Indians corverted to Chrisuamty
and who had admted European names For all these reasons wt i difficult to

determine the size of the Indian component within the Coloured category. In the

canp de Malatar. the Indian suburb of Pore-Louis, abaut 37! Indians can be
identified in the census of 1804 on the basis of their names and other available
informatlonJ. Thus they constitited a rrunoncy element in the Free and Coloured

populdion of Pore-Louis.

Free Indians consisted of different cultural and Imguistic groups - mainly Bengalis
and South Indians. with the latter m the mgority. Slaves were divided into several
groups  Maiabars, Indians. Bengalts and Talingas The two first names beng
_enenc names for Indians. one does nm know how the varios groups were
distributed. [f one goes by the number of rnanurritted slavesin the penod [796-
1800. 118 out of the 316 manumnéd adult slaves were Indians. A further
breakdown desanbes 16 as Indiars. 35 as Bengalis. 9 Talingas and 28 Ntalabars!.
The high number of manumitted Indians is due to the fact that there was a high
proportion of women among Indian daves and mary later became conculines of
the settlers and more likely 10 be manumittedas they bore the children of senlers.
This 1s not very helpful to get an idea of the size of each ethmc group, except 10

emphasize that Indians slaves. hke free Indians.were a heterogenous group.

While the free Indians had been introduced as skilled workers for the construction
of PontLouis and its shipyards there is as yet little mform..uion about the dave
traffic from India 10 lle de Frarce. It is known that both in the nonh ard south
India there was a bnsk slave trade. In times of chrome scarity and famines. the

slave traffic swelled and Europears made huge profits from it. The diarist Pillai
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wrote that one dave dedler Pamanandan was cast into pnson at Pordrcherry m
1743. "He was comrrussicined by Mr Soude to get daves. By usmg unfair mean)
like intoxicants and spdls he inveighed mary beysunder his clutches He usedto

kidnap them m bachesof 50 and 100 from villages. their heads were shaved. black
6

cloth were given them 10 wear and each individual had a fetter placed on one leg"
Travellers' acwmunts show that m slates like Bihar and Assam. a grea number of
slaves were beng sold. but we have very little knowledge abaut how mary of these
slaves were to besdd outside of India In 1812. half of the population of Sylhel
consisted of slaves-descendants of insolvent debtors.” Given the volume of dave
traffic in India, many were probably broughtio Ise de France. In 1785 severa
Indians testified before the police in Pore-Louis calling for the liberation of Odia
Padam who had been kidnappedby Jean de Slvas" There wen: also prisoners of
war and there may have been cases of free Indians introducing their dependert or
their relativesunde the status of slaves m order to setie m the isand for a short
penod In the year |2 according to the French Revolutionary Calendar. Ramedou
left a proxy to Ramchey Petigonto free Julie, slave and sister of Ramedu and 10
permt the latter to return and join him in [ndia befor her liberation if she so
wishal," There were many caseswhere manumiuedsdaves set free their parens and
relaives, butin the case of a free Indian semrg free his relatves. one suspecs that
the practice of introducing dependentss slaves might have beenvery common. It
aso seems that a good proportion of the Indian women slaves might have been
specificaly introduced to provide concubines for the Whites and the Tree Coloured:
hence the conclusion that the greater numbe of mulatbes were the offspring of

Whites and Indian women.'?

The Indian slaves hved anpng the other staves of the island while the free Indians

who were mostly masons. carperiers plumbers cabmet makers. and sailors wen!
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